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BOOKS printed forW.Inwnys. 


Y. HREE Phyfico-Theological Difcourfes, cen- 

cerning, I. The Primitive Chaos, and Creation 
of the World. II. The General Deluge, its Caufes and 
Effe&s. III. The Diffolution of rhe World, and Future 
Conflagration. Wherein are largely difcuffed, the Pro- 
duétion and Ufe of Mountains; the Original of Foun- 
tains, of Formed Stones, and Sea-Fifhes Bones and Shells 
found in the Earth; the Effe&ts of particular Floods, 
and Inundations of the Sea; the Eruptions of Vulcano’s ; 
the Nature and Caufes of Earthquakes. Alfo an Hifto- 
rical Account of thofe two late remarkable ones in Fa- 
maica and England. With Pra€tical Inferences. By Fohn 
Ray, late Fellow of the Royal Society. The Fourth 
Edicion Corre&ted. $vo. 1731. 


Il. Geodafia: Or, the Art of Surveying and Meafu- 
ring of Land made Eafy. Shewing, by Plain and Pra- 
&ical Rules, how te Survey, Protra&, Caft up, Reduce 
or Divide any Piece of Land whatfoever; with New 
Tables for the Eafe of the Surveyor in Reducing the 
Meafures of Land. Moreover, a more facile and fure 
Way of Surveying by the Chain, than has hitherto been 
taught. As alfo, how to lay owt new Lands in America, 
or elfewhere: And how to make a Perfeét Map of a 
River’s Mouth or Harbour ; with feveral other Things 
never yet publifh’d in our Language. By Fobn Love. 
The Fourth Edition. $vo. 1731. 


III. Philofophical TranfaGions, N° 418. for the 
Months of March, April, and May, 1731. | 


IV. Chriftophori Cellarit Smalcaldenfis Geographia 
Antiqua Recognita denuo, & ad veterum novorumque 
{cripterum fidem, hiftoricorum maxime, identidem Cca- 
ftigata, & Quinta Editione plurimis locis au&ta & im- 
mutata. Huie.demum fextw Editioni tot Chartas ex ma- 
jori autoris Geographia antiqua quot ad minorem hance 
illuftrandam requirebantur, Duplicemque Indicem, que- 
yum Priori vetera locorum nomina ovis preponuntur, 
Pofteriori nova veteribus, Addidit, totam recenfuir, & 
Scholarum ufui accommodavit, Samuel Patrick. 8vo.1731. 


V. The Ecclefiaftical Hiftory of AZ. I’ Abbé Heury, 


N° 28. WN. B. N@ 29. is in the Prefs, which will finith 
the Fifth Volume, With an Index. ne . oa 
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N. B. Tho’ we have feveral valuable Articles 
in ftore which we intended to infert in the State 
of Learning for this prefent Month, we are 
oblig’d to defer them to our next Fournal tor 
want of room. 
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Historza Litium Thome Woolftoni, &e: 
That 18, 


An Hrstoricat Reration of the Contro- 


verfy with Mr. Thomas Woolfton, @c. 


O this Work we had an Eye, and made 
| mention of it in our former Journal, p. 220. 
}, 19. It is part of a Latin Differtation publick- 
Jy read in the Univerfity of Lezpfick, by Mr. Hen- 
vy Adolph Hohmann, under the Prefidentfhip of 
Mr. Chriftian Gottlieb Foecher, Profeffor of Phi- 
lofophy in that City. ~ This Differtation, as we 
have already curforily obferv’d in our fournal 
OcToBeR 1731. Q for 
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for the Month of Zune laft, in the Article from 
Leipfick, p. 463. is intitled, Lhomeae Woolftoni de 
Miraculis Chriftt Paralogi{mos. We fhall now 
proceed to give a faithful but fummary Relation 
of the Contents thereof. Our Defign in it is to 
fatisfy fuch of our Readers, who, tho’ they may 
know there is fuch a Perfon as Mr. Woolftor, a 
Prophaner of the Chriftian Religion, would 
however be at a lofs to give an Account of 
the Rife, State, and Progrefs of his Defign; and 
at the fame time to render Juftice to Mr. Heb- 
mann, who feems to be better inform’d in this 
Point, thana great many among whom Mr. Wool- 
fron is yet living. 

To trace (fays our Author) this Controverfy 
to its Origin, we muft obferve that it took its 
Birth from the famous Colius, who fow’d the 
firft Seeds of it by publifhing, in the Year 1724. 
in London, a Prodrome, or Forerunner, by the 
Title of 4 Difcour/e of the Grounds and Reafons 
of the Chriftian Religion, in 8vo. In this Work 
he maintains, (1.) hat the Prophecies of the Old 
Teftament are the only Argument to prove Chrifi’s 
Meffiah-fbip. (2.) That the fame Prophecies are 
not literally, but myftically to be explained ; tho’ 
he afterwards had but very little regard to ei- 
ther *. Amongft feveral learned Men in Exg- 
Jand who undertook to refute him, Wiliam 
Whifton was faid to be the firft, in a Difcourfe 
under the following Title, Zhe literal Accom- 
plifbment of Scripture-Propbecies; being a full An- 

wer to a late Difcourfe of the Grounds and Rea- 
fous of the Chriftian Religion. London. 1724. 
But then this Anfwer of Mr. Whiffon contained 
a great many frivolous things and abfurdities. It 


* See Biblioth. Angloife, Tom. xr. p. 87——— 
was 
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was with far more Solidity that Edward Chandler, 
Lord Bifhop of Litchfield and Coventry, confu- 
ted Mr. Codins, in a very learned Treatife under 
the Title of 4 Defence of Chrifiianity from the 
Prophecies of the Old Teftament; wherein are 
confidered al the Objections againft this kind of 
Proof, advanced in a late Difcourfe of the Grounds 
and Reafous of the Chrifitan Religion. London. 
1725. 8vo. And Samuel Clark, a celebrated 
Doétor in Divinity, has given us a fort of Com- 
pendium of this Work, having for Title, 4 Di/- 
courfe concerning the Connexion of the Prophecies 
in the Old Teftament, aud the application of 
them to Chrift. London. 1721. 8vo. 

Nor muft we forbear to mention here Thomas 
Sherlock, Doétor in Divinity, and Dean of Chi- 
chefer, now Bifhop of Bangor, who in 17295. 
publifh’d, Zhe Uje and Intent of Prophecy in the 
fevera) Ages of the World. This Book contains 
fix Sermons, upon the Paflage 2 Pet. i. 19. to 
which he added three other Differtatzous. This 
learned Divine gave very great Encomiums to 
that moft accomplifh'd Ditcourfe publifh’d by 
the Bifhop of Coventry ; and at the fame time he 
himfelf encounters and defeats his Enemy with 
new Weapons of his. own. Notwithftanding all 
this, Mr.Co//dus taking trefh Courage, publifh’d 
in 1726. at London, The Scheme of Literal Pro- 
phecy confidered, in a View of the Controver/y 5 oc- 
cafion’d by a late Book iutitled, A Difcour, fe of the 
Grounds and Reajons of the Chriftian Religion. In 
12m0. In this Work Mr. Collins enumerates no 
lefs than 35 Authors, who wrote againft his 
firft Book, with the feveral Titles of their Wri- 
tings. But among all thefe Authors, he chofe 
to enter the Lifts with the faid Bifhop of Coven- 
try, and that with a heap of odd Sophifms to 
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no purpofe, as Mr. De la Chapelle well ob- 
ferves. * 

On the Plan of thefe Reafonings Mr. Wool/ton, 
giving a vaft Encomium to Mr. Collins’s Works, 
as being, in his Opinion, unanfwerable, takes 
upon him to elude the literal Senfe of Chri/’s 
Miracles + And, as a Fore-runner, in 1725. 
publifh’d the Moderator between an Infidel and ax 
Apofiate. In which, p. 35. and 39, he —. 

y 


* Bibl. Angloife Tom. XV. p.145. On m’avouera qu’un 
Auteur, qui fe pique de Jufteffe & de gout, doit avoir été 
dans un terrible embarras, lors qu’il luia falu fe refoudre 4 met- 
tre par ecrit ces tas de Sophifmes, Encore s’ils etoient fins.; 
paffe; mais s’en peut il de plus groffiers, & que fera la Lo- 
gique des Pedans, fi telle eft celle des beaux Efprits, & des 
Sages du Siecle’? 

t+ It will not be improper here to fay fomething of Mr.Wool- 
fton’s Life, and others of bis Writings: ’Tis well known that 
he is a Native of England, and ffudied both Divinity and 
Philofophy in the Univerfity of Cambridge, where he was he- 
noured with the Dignity of Bachelor, then of Mafter of Arts, 
afterwards of Bachelor of Divinity, and lafily, of one of the 
Fellows of Sidney College in the fame Univerfity. The very 
fir Book he was Author of, is, The old Apology for the 
Truth of the Chriftian Religion, againft the Fews and Gez- 
tiles, revived. In 8vo. In this Apology he foews a very great 
Deference to the Ancient Fathers and their Authorities. Such 
Sentiments prepoffefing bim more and more, he at laft begar 
to be naufeated with the Holy Scriptures in their literal Senfe. 
He jaid,°tis true, nothing in this Book, that he beliew'd the 
Miracles of our Saviour ought to be myftically explained; but 
then he gave fufficient Marks of bis being inclin’d that way. 
The next Work he publifh’d was a Latin Differtation, De 
Pontii Pilati Epiftela ad ‘Tiberium circa res Jefu Chrifti ge- 
ftas. Then he compos'd, Origenis Adamantii Epiftolas duas, 

circa Fidem veré Orthodoxam & Scripturarum interpreta- 
tionem. 4s alfo, The Exact Fitnefs of the Time of Chrift’s 
Advent, demonftrated by Reafon, againft the Objections of 
the Old Gentiles, and modern Unbelievers. From 22 to 
24 of this prefent Century, there appear’d under his Name, 
Four Gifts to the Clergy, or Challenges to a Difputation on 
this Queftion, Whether the Hireling Priefts of this Age, 
who are all Minifters. of the Letter, be not worfhippers “* 
the 
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ly, and in exprefs terms afferts, that Cbri/?’s Mi- 
Miracles, literally expounded, do in no means 
prove his Meffiab-/bip. He then refers the Ex- 
pofition of thofe Miracles to another time, gi- 
ving thanks to Mr. Collins, in the mean while, 
for having by thefe his Works, laid fo fure a 
Foundation to Truth. 'To his Moderator he af- 
terwards added two Supplements, which however 
our Author had not then feen at Leip/ick. 

This Poifon he had been preparing for the 
Chriftian World, he at laft endeavour’d to ad- 
minifter with an unheard-of Confidence and Af- 
furance, by publifhing fucceffively from the Year 
1727, to the Year 1729, Six Difcourfes on the 
Miracles of our Saviour, in view of the prefent 
Controver/y between Infidels and Apoftates. ‘They 
are dedicated in the moft fcurrilous and abufive 
Language, to fix feveral Bifhops in England ; 
the firft of them is Infcrib’d to Edmund Gib/on, 
Lord Bifhop of Loudon, where, after having hor- 


Q 3 ribly 


the Apocalyptical Beaft, and Minifters of the Anti-Chrift. 
In Defence of this he wrote, An Anfwer to the Four Gifts 3 
in which he, with feveral injurious words, provokes the Cler- 
gy of the Literal Senfe, and highly commends the Ancient Fa- 
thers Authority. nother of his Works is, Two Letters to 
Dr. Bennet on this Queftion, Whether the People called 
Quakers, do not, the neareft of any other Se& in Religion, 
refemble the Primitive Chriftians in Principle and Praétice ? 
The Lord Bifbop of St. Davids may have alluded to thefe Let- 
ters, in bis Preface to the Vindication of the Miracles, &r. 
when he fays, ‘* Mr. Woolfton’s Zeal for the Myftical Senfe 
“* of Scripture, feems to have revived, and to have given it 
<* felf a new vent in feveral fiftitious Epiftles, in which he 
“* talks much of receding from the Letter of Scripture in ge- 
“© neral, and of refcuing the Apoftles, Evangelifts, Prophets, 
“* and Fathers of the Church, out of the Hands of the Preach 
“< ers of the Letter.” The Thundering Legion againf{ Mr. 
Walter Moyle, is likewife a Treatife of Mr. Woolfton’s own 
writing ; printed in 1726. and which immediately preteeds 


- aforefaid fix Difcourfes againft the Miracles of our blefed 
Saviour. 
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ribly exclaim’d againft Chrift’s Miracles in gene- 

ral, he, in a moft virulent manner, proceeds to 

criticize in particular thole of the Buyers and 

Sellers in the Temple. The cafting out the Devils 

amongft the Gaderens, and the permitting them 

to enter into the Herd of Swine ; and the Transfi- 

guration upon the Mount. 'The next is dedicated 

to Edward Lord Bifhop of Litchfield and Coven- 

try. In the very beginning of this Di/courfe he 
arrogantly infults the Clergy: “* In my former 
** Difcourfe Clays he, p. 2.) I fairly declar’d that 
“* if the Clergy cou’d difprove my Arguments 
“¢ againft the Letter, and for the Spirit of the 
” oe I there took to task; I wou’d not 
** only defift from the Profecution of my De- 
fign, but own my felf an Impious Infidel and 
Blafphemer, and deferving the worft Punifh- 
ment: But fince they are all mute and filent 
even in this Caufe, which in Honour and In- 
“* tereft they fhou’d have fpoken out to, they 
“* ought not to be angry if I proceed init. I 
have given them time enough to make Re- 
“* ply, if they had been of Ability to do it: 

** What muft I think then upon their Silence ? 
* Nothing lefs, than that my Caufe is impreg- 
nable, and my Arguments and Authorities in 
** Defence of it, irrefragable; and though they 
© don’t profeffedly yield to the Force of them ; 

“* yet they have nothing to fay in Abatement 
“* of their Strength, or it had certainly feen the 
** Light before now.” In this fecond Difcourfe 
Mr. Woolfton endeavours to invalidate three Mira- 
cles of our Saviour’s, that of Healing the Wo- 
man who had anIffue of Blood, of making ano- 
ther Woman who was crooked ftrait, and of 
converting a third (vz. the Samarjtan) Woman. 
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The third Dz/cour/e is dedicated to Richard Smal- 
broke, Lord Bifhop of St. Davids (now Lord 
Bifhop of Lichfield and Coventry) in which the 
Author ridicules the Miracles of the curfing of 
the Fig-tree, and the Cure of the Sick near the 
Pool ef Bethfaida. °*Tis to Francis Lord Bifhop 
of St. Ajaph that he dedicates the fourth Difcourfe, 
wherein he endeavours to elude the Truth of 
thofe Miracles which our Saviour perform’d in 
reftoring fight to a Man boru blind, and in 
changing Water into Wine. ‘The fitth Di/courfe 
he prefumes to dedicate to Thomas Lord Bi- 
fhop of Bangor, with a defign farcaftically to 
explode our Saviour’s raifing Lazarus, the 
Daughter of Fairus, and the Widow’s Son of 
Nain from the Dead. ‘The Dedication of the 
laft Difcour/e is to Fobu Lord Bifhop of Oxford. 
Nothing can be conceiv’d more outrageous than 
the Expreffions he ufes in this Book to oppofe the 
Verity of our Saviour’s Refurrection ; and there- 
fore conf{cious of his unparallel’d Blafphemy, 
now and then he introduces a Fewi/b Doctor or 
Rabbi who keeps up the Conference ; or rather 
Mr. W’oolfton inter{perfes his Work with fuch Let- 
ters as he would have believed he receiv’d from 
a Fewifo Rabbi. But Mr. Ray is of Opinion, that 
the Author of thefe Letters was no other than 
Mr. Woolfton himfelf ; and’tis hence that the fame 
Mr. Ray fays in his Vindication of our Saviour’s 
Miracles, Tom. II. p.126. “* There is fo much 
“* Scurrility and Rudenefs, Incoherence and Im- 
“¢ pertinence, Sophiftry and Infolence, as cou’d 
“© be uttered by none but a very foul Tongue, 
“¢ and ventured into the World by no Man, 
©° whofe Reputation was of any value with him, 
© as a Gentleman or a Scholar.” 


Q 4 Thefe 
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Thefe Attempts of Mr. Wooljton, tho’ vain, 
were certainly pernicious with regard to the Con- 
fequences of them : Several great Men therefore 
in England thought it their Bufinefs and Duty to 
put a quick ftopto them; the firft amongft them 
was Edmund Gibfon, Lord Bifhop of London, who 
in 1728. publifh’d, 4 Paftoral Letter to the People 
of Lis Diocefe, occafion’d by fome late Writings in 
Favour of Infidelity. "Tis a Work very well worth 
every ones reading. His Lordfhip does not men- 
tion any thing in it of Mr. Woolftow ; but in p. 21. 
and the Sequel, he with folid Reafoning refutes 
his ice concerning the Miracles of our Sa- 
viour. 2. Richard Smalbroke, Lord Bifhop of 
St. David S$, examines more at large the Contro- 
verly, and throughly overthrows Mr. Woolfton’s 
Syftem, in A Vindication of the Miracles of our 
bleffed Saviour, in which Mr. Woolfton’s Dif- 
courfes on them are particularly examin'd ; bis pre- 
tended Authorities of the Fathers againft the Truth 
of their Literal Senfe are fet in a juft Light, and 
bis Objections in poi nt of Reafon are anfwered. 
London, 1429. ‘This Work is reprinted, and 
is reckon’d in its kind one of the moft elaborate 
Writings of ourAge. It is dedicated to the pre- 
fent Queen of England, to whom the Author fays, 
“¢ One of the moft virulent Libels on our boly Re- 
“¢ Jigion by an Apoftate Clergyman, that bas ap- 
“" pear'd in any Cbriftian Country, and, im compa- 
** rifon of which, other Infidels bave atted a mo- 
“* deft Part. ‘This Apologetical Treatife (lays 
our Author) is an Anfwer but to the firft three 
Difcourfes of Mr. Woolfton, Chis Lordfhip’s fe- 
cond Treatife, in Anfwer to the three laft Dif- 
courfes, being then not come to his Hands) and 
(continues he) it were to be wifhed the learned 
Bifhop 
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Bifhop would oblige the Chriftian World with 
the continuation of it. * 


3. ‘The Perfon who in the third place anfwer’d 
Mr. Woolfton, was Mr. Zhomas Seaton, A. M. 
Vicar of Raufton, and Chaplain to the Earl of 
Nottingham. His Work is very Philofophical, 
and one of the moft excellent ; it contains two 
Differtations, and is intitled, 4 Compendious View 
of the Grounds of Religion, both natural and re- 
vealed. London, 1429. 


* This Eminent Man’s other Works are, (1.) The Doétrine 
of an Univerfal Judgment afferted. Jn a Sermon preached in 
the Univerfity of Oxford, June the goth, 1706. In which the 
Principles of Dodwell concerning the mortality of the Soul are 
examind. (2.) Refleétions on the Conduét of Mr. Whiffon, 
in his Revival of the Arian Herefy. (3.) The new Arian re- 

rov’d: Or, a Vindication of fome Reflections on the Con- 
duét of Mr. Whifton. (4.) The pretended Authority of the 
Clementine Conftitutions confuted, by their inconfiftency with 
the infpired Writings of the O/d and New Teffament. It be- 
ing an Anfwer to Mr. Whifton’s Objections. (5.) Of true 
Chriftian and Englifh Courage; a Sermon preached in the 
Cathedral Church of Hereford, Aug. 14. 1715. (6.) God's 
Praife perfected out of the Mouths of Infants. 4 Sermon 
preached upon the erecting a School in Hereford, Jan. 4. 1714. 
(7.) Idolatry charged on Arianifm. In two Sermons which the 
Author preached at Hereford in 1719. (8.) The Reverence 
due to the Houfe of God. A Sermon preached in 1721. at 
Landaff. (9.) An Enquiry into the Authority of the Primi- 
tive Complutenfian Edition of the New Te/ament, in order to 
decide the Difpute about 1 Zohn v. 7. A Letter written to 
Dr. Bentley. (10.) Our Obligation to promote the publick 
Intereft. 4 Sermon preached in the Cathedral of St. David, 
1724. (11.) The Charge of the Right Reverend Richard 
Lord Bifhop of St. Davia’s, delivered to the Clergy of his 
Diocefe in his primary Vifitation of the fame, iz Aug. and 
Sept. 1725. (12.) A Sermon preached before the Lords Spi- 
ritual and Temporal in Parliament, Faz. 14. 1724. (13.) Re- 
formation neceflary to prevent our Ruin. 4 Sermon preaebed 
in 1727. (14.) & Charge concerning the Evidence of the 
Chriftian Religion, delivered to the Clergy of the Diocefe of 
St. David’s, in a trieunial Vifitation in Aug. 1728. 


4. The 
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4. The fourth Writer who appear’d againft 
Mr. Woolfton, was Mr. William Tilly, Reétor of 
Albury and Godington in the County of Oxford, 
and Fellow ot Corpus Chrifii Coilege in the Uni- 
verfity of Oxford. ‘The Work he publifh’d in 
1729, bearstor Title, 4 Prefervative againft the 
growing Infidelity and Apofiacy of the prefent Age.* 

5. Mr. Wade Vicar ot Gainsborough,and Preben- 
dary of Lzicoln, publifh’d likewife two Sermons 
in 1729. The firft being, An appeal to the Mi- 
racles of felis, as a proof of bis Meffiafbip. 'The 
fecond, A Demonjfiration of the Truth and Cer- 
tainty of bis Refurrection from the Dead. 

6. Amongft the Combatants againft Mr. Wool- 
fion, Mr. Tho. Ray is not the leaft in Note ; the 
Work he has publifh’d is intitled, Le Vindica- 
tion of our Saviour’s Miracles, in anfwer to Mr. 
Thomas Woolfton. The firft Volume of it came 
out in 1728, in which the Author treats Mr. 
Woolfton in a very civil and polite manner: But 
in the laft Volume which was publifh’d in 1730, 
he is ufed with fomewhat more Severity, and 
with Juftice too, as Mr. Ray thinks, ‘* For, fays 
“She, Mr. Welfou muft blame himfelf, and ex- 


(*) His other Writings are, (1.) A Volume of fixteen Ser- 
mons, (a// except one) "preach? d before the Univerfity of Ox- 
ford, 1712. (2.) Four Offices of Devotion, for four the 

moft important Occafions of the Chriftian Life, 1714. (3.) O- 

ratio Funebris, habita in Exequiis Reverendi viri Thome | 
Turner, $.T.P.C.C.C. Oxon, nuper Prefidiis. (4.) A Ser- 

mon preached before the Mayor and Corporation at Oxford, 

on Queen Anne’s Inarguration-Day, 1713. (5.) A Sermon 

preached befare the Univerfity of Oxford, on Eafter Tuefday, 

1718. (5.) The — Sacrifice, beizg a full Collection 

of Scripture Devotions, 1719. (7.) A Sermon preached in 
the Parijb Charch of Albury, near Rycot ia Oxfordfhire, 

Jun. 18. 1727, deiag the Sunday after the Inauguration of 
his prefent Majefty King eorge the Second, upon that Oc- 
ca/ion. 





“ cufe 
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°° cufe me, if I treat him with lefs Regard now, 
** than in my former Vindication I thought pro- 
** per: Nor can he be reafonably offended at any 
‘© Liberty taken with him, provided it does not 
°° exceed the Liberty he himfelf has taken with 
*° others. 

”. There has likewife appear’d a Pamphlet 
by an anonymous Author with the following Ti- 
tle, Free Thoughts on Mr. Woolfton aud his Wri- 
tings, ina Letter to a Gentleman at Leyden. Lon- 
don, 1729, 8vo. ‘The Author of it feems to be 
a Clergy Man ; among others he has thefe words, 
“* Altho’? we have had every now and then a 
*€ Writer fhoot up, who has made a bold Pafs 
‘** at Religion; yet from the beginning of Chri- 
“¢ ftianity to this prefent Year, no Few, befides 
“¢ bim, ever treated the Miracles of our Re- 
“ deemer with fuch Boldnefs in Perfe€tion, in- 
** decent Raillery, and unmanerly Freedom,” 
p.9. And farther, “* °Tis pity that there has 
** been no Law eftablifh’d for the Punifhment of 
°° fuch as Mr. Woolton. * 

8. Mr. ‘fobn Entick, a Student in Divinity, 
had, inthe fame Year likewife fome fhare in this 
Controver{y, by publifhing, Tbe Evidence of Chri- 
ftianity afferted and proved from Facts, as autho- 
rized from facred and prophane Hiftory. 

9.We muft by no means omit another admirable 
little Treatife, written, as it is thought, by Bifhop 
Sherlock ; *tis the Tryal of the Witneffes of the Re- 
furrection of Fefus. London, 1729, in 8vo. Our 


* Such a Punifoment we allow might be inflifed, and no 
gueftion but it would be very jufts however, to wifh fuch a 
thing is to wifh an impofibility, or at leaf? an inconveniency, 
as the Confequences attending a De/potick Power are without 
doubt very great, and therefore it is reafonable to think he 
meant it irenical’y. 


I Saviour’s 
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4. The fourth Writer who appear’d againft 
Mr. Woolfton, was Mr. William Tilly, Reétor of 
Albury and Godington in the County of Oxford, 
and Fellow ot Corpus Chrifti Coilege in the Uni- 
verfity of Oxford. The Work he publifh’d in 
1729, bears tor Title, 4 Prefervative againft the 
growing Infidelity and Apofiacy of the prefent Age.* 

5. Mr. Wade Vicar ot Gainsborough,and Preben- 
dary of Liicolu, publifh’d likewife two Sermons 
in 1729. The firft being, Au appeal to the Mi- 
racles of efits, as a proof of bis Meffiafbip. 'The 
fecond, A Demonjfiration of the Truth and Cer- 
tainty of bis Refurrection from the Dead, 

6. Amongft the Combatants againft Mr. Woo/- 
fion, Mr. Tho. Ray is not the leaft in Note; the 
Work he has publifh’d is intitled, Zhe Vindica- 
tion of our Saviour’s Miracles, in anfwer to Mr. 
Thomas Woolfton. The firft Volume of it came 
out in 1728, in which the Author treats Mr. 
Woolfton in a very civil and polite manner: But 
in the laft Volume which was publifh’d in 1730, 
he is ufed with fomewhat more Severity, and 
with Juftice too, as Mr. Raythinks, ‘* For, fays 
“She, Mr. Welfou muft blame himfelf, and ex- 





(*) His other Writings are, (1.) A Volume of fixteen Ser- 
mons, (a// except one) “preach 7 before the Univerfity of Ox- 
ford, 1712. (2.) Four Offices of Devotion, for four the 

moft important Occafions of the Chrittian Life, 1714. (3.) O- 

ratio Funebris, habita in Exequiis Reverendi viri Thome _ 
Turner, $.T.P.C.C.C. Oxon, nuper Prefidiis. (4.) A Ser- 

mon preached before the Mayor and Corporation at Oxford, 

on Queen Anne’s Inauguration-Day, 1713. (5.) A Sermon 

preached efire the Univerfity of Oxford, on Eafter Tuefday, 

1718. (5.) Tbe acceptable Sacrifice, beizg a full Colle@ion 

of Scripture Devotions, 1719. (7.) A Sermon preached in 
the Parijo Charch of Albury, near Rycot ia Oxfordhhire, 

Jun. 18. 1727, dciag the Sunday after the Inauguration of 
bis prefent Majefty King eorge the Secend, upon that Oc- 
Caton. 
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“* cufe me, if I treat him with lefs Regard now, 
*¢ than in my former Vindication I thought pro- 
*¢ per: Nor can he be reafonably offended at any 
‘© Liberty taken with him, provided it does not 
°° exceed the Liberty he himfelf has taken with 
*° others. 

”. There has likewife appear’d a Pamphlet 
by an anonymous Author with the following Ti- 
tle, Free Thoughts on Mr. Woolfton and his Wri- 
tings, ina Letter to a Gentleman at Leyden. Lon- 
don, 1729, $vo. ‘The Author of it feems to be 
a Clergy Man ; among others he has thefe words, 
“* Altho’ we have had every now and then a 
©€ Writer fhoot up, who has made a bold Pafs 
“* at Religion ; yet from the beginning of Chri- 
“¢ ftianity to this prefent Year, no Few, befides 
“* bim, ever treated the Miracles of our Re- 
“ deemer with fuch Boldnefs in Perfection, in- 
** decent Raillery, and unmanerly Freedom,” 
p~.9. And farther, “* °Tis pity that there has 
“* been no Law eftablifh’d for the Punifhment of 
*€ fuch as Mr. Woolfton. * 

8. Mr. ‘Fobu Entick, a Student in Divinity, 
had, inthe fame Vest likewife fome fhare in this 
Controver{y, by publifhing, The Evidence of Chri- 
ftianity afferted and proved from Fatts, as autho- 
rized from facred and propbane Hiftory. 

9.We mutt by no means omit another admirable 
little Treatife, written, as it is thought, by Bifhop 
Sherlock ; *tis the Tryal of the Witneffes of the Re- 
furrection of fefus. London, 1729, in 8vo. Our 


* Such a Punifbment we allow might be inflifed, ard no 
quefion but it would be very jufes however, to wifh fuch a 
thing is to wifh an impoffibi ity, or at leaf? an inconveniency, 
as the Confequences attending a De/potick Power are evithout 
doubt very great, and therefore it is reafonable to think he 
meant it ironical’). 


I Saviour’s 
















































































































































256 The Prefent State of Art. 27. 


Saviour’s Refurre€tion, as-well as the Witneffes 
thereof, are here examin’d in the fame manner 
as is commonly ufed in England at the Trial of a 
Caufe at the Bar. This Contrivance is beyond 
Difpute very ingenious, and very well deferves 
the Encomium the Author of Zhe Defence of the 
Scripture Hiftory gives it, when he fays, ‘ A 
“¢ Treatife which has gain’d an univerfal Efteem 
“* amongit all who read with underftanding. 
“° To what Hand foever it is that the Publick is 
“ obliged for this judicious Performance, he 
“* has certainly ali the Qualifications of a fair 
°° Adverfary.” 

Now, tho’ one would reafenably have con- 
jeCtur’d, that after fo many Anfwers, fupported 
by fuch folidity of Argument, Mr. Woolton would 
have been oblig’d to have bow’d his ftubborn 
Neck; fo tar from it, that he refumed a frefh 
Affurance, and grew more ‘pertinacious than 
ever. In the Year 1729. he publifh’d according- 
jy the Apology, unjuftly call’d, Mr. Woolfton’s 
Defence of bis Difcourfes on the Miracles of our 
Saviour, againft the Bifbops of St. David’s and 
London, and bis other Adverfaries. The Par- 
ticulars of his Libel are chiefly as follow : That 
he is wrongfully accus’d of being Malicious. It 
is unbecoming in Matter of Controverfy to have 
recourfe to Secular Power. That he had done 
nothing but with an intent to magnify the Glory 
of God ; and with regard to the Myftical Inter- 
pretation of the Scripture, he endeavoured to 
have it reviv’d, the better to confirm Chrift’s 
Mefliah-fhip. He is unjuftly called Blafphemer. 
His Affertions are no Prejudice either to the 
Magiftrature or the Commonalty ; neither is he 
an Enemy to the Royal Family ; nor willing to 
introduce Popery and Slavery. He is not againft 

3 Religion 
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Religion and Morality. There is no other De- 
vil than the Spirit of Perfecution, which very 
fhortly will be chain’d down. He falls afterwards 
upon the whole Body of the Clergy in very abu- 
five Language ; for inftance, he calls them the 
very worft of Men, whofe Morals are at beft but 
mercenary. He ufes the Bifhop of St. Davia’s 
a fecond time with juft as little Manners. He 
attacks alfo the Treatife intitled, Zhe Miracles 
of ‘fefus Vindicated, and which is afcrib’d to 
Dr.Pear/e ; to this Divine, Mr. Woolfton oppofes 
his Friend the Zewi/h Dotfor. As to the Book 
intitled, The Zryal of the Witneffes, he allow’d 
it to be very ingenioufly compos’d. But then 
he thinks that Bifhop Sher/ock, whom he fuppofes 
to be the Author of it, agrees in Opinion. with 
him; nay, that the fame Bifhop is fully con- 
vine’d in himfelf of the unanfwerablenefs of his 
Arguments. The reft of his Adverfaries he de- 
fpifes with an Air of Sufficiency, faying, ‘* Ma- 
** ny other little Whifflers in Divinity, have be- 
“¢ fore attack’d me with their Squibs and Squirts 
“¢ from the Prefs ; but I defpis’d them all, as 
** unworthy of my particular Regards and No- 
“ tice.’ And of fome other Writings he ar- 
gues, that it muft proceed from a bad Caufe, 
when their Authors think fit to conceal their 
Names. ‘Then addreffing himfelf to Mr. Tho- 
mas Ray, he affures him, that his Vindication is 
nothing to the purpofe, fince he had not per- 
form’d his Task, which was, to prove that the 
ancient Fathers explained the Miracles of Chrift 
literally, and that thofe Miracles would not ad- 
mit of a myftical Conclufion. 

There appear’d about the fame time in London, 
a {mall Treatife of the fame Stamp, but without 
Date, call’d, Liberty Vindicated. It is divided 


into 
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into two Parts, and goes under the Name of 7o- 
nathan “foues; the firft of which Parts has tor 
Title, luftructions to the Right Reverend Richard 
Lord Bifbop of St. Davids. The Author of it 
gives himielf a vaft Liberty in cenfuring and ri- 
diculing the Bifhop, with regard to the Dedica- 
tion of his Book to the QuEEN; ’Tis, fays he, 
an Action not worthy of a Bifhop, to implore 
the Affiftance of Secular Powers ; and likewifea 
Crime committed againft the People of England, 
fince he takes upon him to prefcribe Limits to 
their Laws and Liberty, and that in hopes the 
eafier to attain the Archbif/boprick of Dublin. For 
a finifhing ftroak, Mr. Woolfion caufes the faid 
Bifhop’s Dedication to be reprinted, and oppo- 
fite to it adds feveral things of his own fancy ; 
nay altering, in fome meafure, the very Words 
and Phrafes the Bifhop made ufe of; he intreats 
the QueEn’s Protection for the Liberty ; at the 
fame time (comically enough) perfonating the 
Bifhop, he changes his Pretace of the new Edi- 
tion, and fubftitutes this fantaftical one, being 
his (Mr. Wooifton’s) own making ; as if the Bi- 
fhop had recanted. To this Book of Fonathan 
‘Jones was oppos’d an Apology ; or as it is inti- 
tled, A Defence of the Lord Bifbop of St. David's, 

in An[wer to Jonathan Jones. Landon, 1729. 
And here Mr. Hobmaun finifhes his Remarks 
upon the Writers againft Mr. Woolfon, only he 
reminds us of that excellent Author, printed 
in Loudon 1730. viz. A Defence of the Scripture- 
Hiftory, {0 far as it concerns the refurrection of 
Jairus’s Daughter, the Widow of Nain’s Son and 
Lazarus. The Author in this Writing, amongft 
other Particulars, blames Mr. Wool/ton for having 
not anfwer’d, Dhe Tryal of the Witneffes ; and 
that iu bis laft Piece, which is profeffedly written 
againft 
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againft the Bifbop of St. David's, be amufes bis 
Readers with general Harangues, and Digreffions 
into Subjects which have uo relation to the main 
Controver/y ; but enters into no Point, nor Cas be 
bim/felf confeffes) fo much as attempts to defend bim- 
felf on any one Miracle, &c. 

The other Books wrote againft Mr. Woolfton, 
and not mention’d by Mr. Hohmann, are the fol- 
lowing : 

Some Obfervations of a private Layman, ona 
Pamphlet lately publifhed by Mr. Woolfton, enti- 
tled, A Difcour/e on the Miracles of our Saviour. 

For God or the Devil, or juft Chaftifement 
no Perfecution: Being the Chriftian’s Cry to 
the Legiflature for exemplary Punifhment of 
publick and pernicious Blafphemy: Particular- 
ly that Wretch Woolfiton, who has impudently 
and {curriloufly turn’d the Miracles of our moft 
Bleffed Saviour into Ridicule, in four Blafphe- 
mous Pamphiets lately publifh’d. 

Tom of Bedlam’s Letter to his Coufin Tom 
Woolfton, occafion’d by his late Difcourfe of the 
Miracles of our Saviour. 

The Interpretation of the Law and the Pro- 
phets by Jefus Chrift and his Apoftles, vindica- 
ted ; ina Sermon before the Univerfity of Cam- 
bridge. By Robert Leeke. 

The Reafonablenefs of believing in Chrift, 
and the Unreafonablenefs of Infidelity ; in two 
Sermons at Sa/ters- Hall, May 21. and 28. With 
an Appendix cohtaining brief Remarks upon the 
Cafe of Lazarus, relating to Mr. oolfon’s fifth 
Difcourfe of Miracles. By 4” Harris, D. D. 

A Reformation neceffary to prevent our Ruin: 
A Sermon preach’d to the Societies for Refor- 
mation of Manners, at St. Mary-le- Bow, Fan. 8. 
1728. By Dr. Smalibrook, Bifhop of St. David's, 
now of Litchfield and Coventry. The 
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The Antidote: A full Anfwer to Mr. Wool/ton 
on the Miracles, containing all that has been ad- 
vanced by all his Anfwerers. With an Addition 
of what they have omitted, and a new Solution 
of feveral Difficulties not yet fufficiently account- 
edfor. By Mr. Lowe. 7 

A Dialogue between Mr. Grounds, and Scheme, 
and Zom Woolfton; in which the Infincerity, In- 
confiftencies, and Abfurdities, contained in the 
latter’s Difcourfes on our Saviour’s Miracles, are 
fully detected and proved, and that from a bare 
Principle of Reafon only, and from his own Ar- 
guments. 

Gofpel Obedience neceffary to Salvation: A 
Lent Sermon at S. Saviour’s Southwark, March 28. 
1729. By Philip Ayfcough, Retor of the faid 
Church. 

An Anfwer to the Fewi/b Rabbi’s two Letters 
againft Chrift’s Refurre€tion, and his raifing La- 
zarus from the Dead; in a Letter to Mr. Wool- 
fton. With fome Obfervations on Mr. Woolfton’s 

own Reflections on our Saviour’s Conduét. 

A Difcourfe concerning Ridicule and Irony in 
Writing ; in a Letter to the Reverend Dr. Na- 
thaniel Marfbail, fuppofed by Mr. Collins. 

Mr. Whifton’s Erroneous Principles and Tenets 
fully Expofed; with a Word of Advice to Mr. 
Woolfton. | 

Remarks upon two late Prefentments of the 
Grand Jury of the County of Middle/ex, where- 
in are fhown the Folly and Injuftice of Mens per- 
fecuting one another for difference of Opinion in 
Matters of Religion. 

The proper Interpretation of the Scriptures 
cleared and vindicated ; in a Sermon before tne 
Univerfity of Oxford, ‘Fune 24. 1729. Where- 
in the late Schemes and Principles of Infidelity 
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as advanced by the Author of the Grounds, €%c. 
And particularly by Mr. Woolffon, in his Dif- 
courfes on the Miracles of our Saviour, are 
briefly examined and refuted. By 7. Fames,M.A. 

A Defence of the Lord Bifhop of St. Davids, 
in An{fwer to Fonathan Fones, Efq; Suppofed to 
be wrote by Dr. Waterland. 

The Evidence of our Saviour’s Refurreétion 
confidered: With the Improvements of this Im- 
portant Doctrine. By Henry Grove. 

Catholick Principles, or St. Paul’s Worthip, 
Faith, Hope, and Practice, recommended to 
Chriftians of all Perfuafions: With a Poftfcript, 
to vindicate fome Diffenters which Mr. Woolfton 
hath mifreprefented as Advocates for Perfecution. 
By the Reverend Mr. Atkin/on. 

Chrift’s Miracles no Allegories : A Sermon by 
Prideaux Sutton, Rector of Bredon in the County 
of Worcefter. 

A Difcourfe on our Saviour’s Miraculous Power 
of Healing. In which the Six Cafes excepted 
again{ft by Mr. Woolfton are confidered. Being a 
Continuation of the Defence of Scripture-Hifto- 
ry. By the fame Author. 

A Letter to Mr. Woolfton, occafion’d by his 
late Defence of his Difcourfes in Anfwer to the 
Bifhops of St. Davids and London. Froma Dea- 
con of the Church of England. 

The Eftablifhment vindicated againft the Ad- 
vocates for Licentioufnefs. 

A Fair State of the Controverfy between Mr. 
Woolfton and his Adverfaries. By Zbomas Stack- 
houfe. . 

A Conference upon the Miracles of our Bleffed 
Saviour, wherein all the Objections propofed in 
Mr. Woolfton’s fix Difcourfes, and feveral other 
greater Difficulties are fully ftated and confider- 
OcTOBER 1731. R ed 5 
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ed; and the Truth of the Chriftian Religion is 
evidently proved. By W. Stevenfou, M.A. Retor 
of Colwall in Herefordfbire. 

Afgil upon Woolfton; being an Abftra&t of 
Mr. Woolfton’s Six Difcourfes againft the Mira- 
cles of Chrift (be the fame more or lefs) and a 
Ridicule thereof. With a Poftfcript. Written 
by Mr. A/gill. 

An An{wer to Mr. Woclfton’s Difcourfes on the 
Miracles of our Saviour ; in two Parts. By Wzi- 
liam Doyle, L.L.B. Curate of Narraghmore in 
the County of Ki/dare. 

A Difcourfe proving that the Apoftles were 
no Enthufiafts, 8c. With a Preface containing 
fome Reflections on a late Book entitled, Chr- 
fttanity as Old as the Creation. And of what 
Mr. Woolfton alledges with refpeét to the Refur- 
rection of Fe/us Chrift. By Archib. Cambell, S.'T.P. 

A fhort Anfwer to a long Rabbinical Letter 
{uppofed to be wrote to Mr. Woolftou. By Will. 
Gardiner, L.L.B. Vicar of Hambleton in the 
County of Rutland. 

An Enquiry into the Force of the Objection 
made againft the Refurrection of Chrift, from 
the Circumftance of his not appearing openly to 
the Rulers and People of the ‘Fews, after he rofe 
from the Dead; wherein what Mr. WVoolfton offers 
on that Head in his fixth Difcourfe, is particu- 
larly confider’d. 


Sce the Catalogue of all the Books that have 
been wrote pro and con in the Woolftouzan Con- 
troverfy, with the Names of their feveral Au- 
thors, and their refpective Prices. ‘This Cata- 
Jogue being prefix’d to Free Thoughts on Mr. 
Woolfton and his Writings. Ina Letter to a Gen- 
tleman at Jeyden, fold by Mr. Auften at the Angel 
in St. Pau/’s Church- yard. Or 
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Or more at large, and in order, in the Month- 
ly Chronicle from the Year 1727, to the Year 


ARTICLE XXIL 


The Sacrev and Proewane History of the 






‘ Wortp, connected from the Creation of 
. the World, to the Diffolution of the Afty- 
¢ sits: deel .* 
‘ rian Empire at the Death of Sardanapa- 
7 lus, and to the Declenfion of the King- 
r doms of Judah aud Urael, under the Reigns 
“ of Ahaz and Pekah. By Samuel Shuck- 
ford, M. 4. Rector of Shelton in the 
yn County of Norfolk. Vou. I. The Second 
- Edition. London, Printed for R. Knap- 
to . ’ , i 
fe lock in St. Paul’s Church-yard, and J. 
ors Tonfon iz the Strand. 1731. 
us 
AVING fhewn in our former Journal 
wherein our Author differs from Sir J/2ac 
xt Newton in Point of Chronology, we now proceed 
= to lay before our Readers fome of the Connecti- 
vd ons contain’d in this fecond Volume. Mr. Shuck- 
we ford gives us them, as inthe former, inter{pers’d 
we with feveral Digreffions; but in a manner as 
agreeable as it is inftructive. 
ngeb 
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His firlt Remark is concerning Chederlaomer. 
Abram, {ays he, became an Inftrument of great 
Service to the King in whofe Dominions he fo- 
journed. The Affyrian Empire had in thefe Times 
extended it felf over the adjacent and remote 
Countries, and brought the little Nations in Afia 
under Tribute and Subjection. The Seat of this 
Empire was at this time at E/am in Perfia, and 
Chedorlaomer was King of it; for to him the 
Kings of Sodom and Gomorrah, and of the three 
other Nations mentioned by Mo/fes had been in 
Subjection: They had /erved bim twelve. Years, 
but in the thirteenth they rebelled. We meet no 
where in Prophane Hiftory the Name of Cher- 
dorlaomer, nor any of Mo/es’s Names of the 
Kings that were confederate with him; but it 
might be occafion’d by reafon that Ctefias, from 
whom the Prophane Hiftorians took the Names 
of thefe Kings, did not ufe their Original 4//j- 
vian Names in his Hiftory, but rather fuch as 
he found inthe Perfian Records ; or as the Greek 
Language offered inftead of them. 

If we confider about what time of Abram’s 
Life this Affair happened, (and we mutft place 
it about his 84th or 85th Year *, z. e. A.M. 
2093.) it will be eafy to fee who was the fupreme 
King of the Affyrian Empire at that time. Ni-~ 
nias the Son of Ninus and Semiramis began his 
Reign 4. M. 2059, and hereigned 38 Years, as 
it has been obferved in the firft Volume; fo that 
the Year of this Tranfaction falls four Years be- 
fore his Death. Niénias therefore was the Che- 
dorlaomer of Mofes, Head of the Affyrian Empire, 

and Amrapbel was his Deputy at Babylon in Shi- 








* i.e. About a Year or two before the Birth of Ifhmael, 
ewhe was born when Abram was 86. Gen. xvi. 16. 


2 NAA, 





















pire, 


| Shi- 


hmael, 


Naas 





Art. 22. the Republick of Letters. 265 


naar, and Arioch and Zidal his Deputies over 
{ome other adjacent Countries. It is remarkable 
that Newias firft appointed under him fuch De- 
puties *, and it was no abfurdity in Mo/es to call 
them Kings ; for it is obfervable from what J/aiab 
hinted afterwards, that the Affyrian boafted his 
Deputy-Princes to be equal to Royal Governors ; 
Are not my Princes altogether Kings ? 'The great 
Care of Kings in thefe Ages was to build Cities ; 
and thus we find almoft every new King ereét- 
ing a new Seat ot his Empire; Ninus fixed at 
Niniveb, Seuivamis at Babylon, and Ninias at 
Elam; and from hence it happened in After- 
ages, that Ctefias, when he came to write the 
Affyrian Antiquities, found the Names of their 
ancient Kings amongft the Royal Records of 
Perfia, which he would hardly have done, if 
fome of their early Monarchs had not had their 
Refidence in this Country. Nézuzas therefore was 
the Chedorlaomer of Mo/es, and thofe Kings of 
Canaan had been Subject to him for twelve 
Years, €e. 


II. In the next place our Author vindicates 
Abrabam’s Character ; {ome Commentators, fays 
he, are in pain about his Severity in the Cafe of 
Hagar and Ifbmael ; it may perhaps be thought, 
that the Direétion which God is faid to have 
given in this particular, may rather filence the 
Objection, than anfwer the Difficulties of it; 
but a little confideration will be fufficient to clear 
it: It would indeed, as the Circumftances of the 
World now are, feem a very rigorous proceed- 
ing to fend a Woman into the wide World with 
a little Child in her Arms, with only a Bottle of 


* Diodor. Sic. I. 2. 
R 3 Water, 






















































































































266 The Prefent State of Art. 22, 


Water, and fuch a quantity of Bread as fhe fhou’d 
carry out of a Family, where fhe had been long 
maintained in Plenty, not to mention her having 
been a Wife to the Mafter of it. But it muft 
be remarked that tho’ the ambiguity of our Eng- 
glifh 'Tranflation, which feems to intimate, that 
Hagar, when fhe went from Abraham, took the 
Chiid upon ber Shoulder ; and afterwards, that 
fhe caft the Child under one of the Shrubs, does 
indeed reprefent Hagar’s Circumftances as very 
calamitous ; yet it isevident, that they were far 
from being fo full of Diftrefs as this reprefenta- 
tion makes them. For, 1. J/bmael was not an 
Infant at the time of their going from Abrabam, 
but at leaft fifteen or fixteen Years old. I/bmael 
was born when Abrabam was eighty fix; I/aac, 
when he was an hundred ; fo that Heel was 
fourteen at the Birth of “Yaac, and I/aac was 
perhaps two Years old when Sarab weaned him, 
and fo I/bmael might be fixtcen when Abraham 
fent away him and his Mother: Hagar therefore 
had not a little Child to provide for, but a Youth 
capable of being a Comfort and Affiftance to her. 
z. The Circumftances of the World were fuch 
at this time, that it was ealy for any Perfon to 
find a fufficient and comfortable Livelyhood in 
it. Mankind were fo few, that there was in 
every Country Ground to fpare ; fo that any one 
that had Flocks anda Family, might be permit- 
ted to fettle any where, and feed and maintain 
them, and in a little time to grow and increafe, 
and become very wealthy: Or the Creatures of 
the World were fo numerous, that a Perfon that 
had no Flocks or Herds, might in the Wilder- 
neffes and uncultivated Grounds, kill enough of 
all forts for maintenance, without injuring any 
one, or being molefted tor fo doing: And thus 
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Ifomael dwelt in the Wildernefs and became an 
Archer; or they might let themfelves for Hire 
to thofe who had great Stocks of Cattle to look 
after, and find an eafy and fufficient Mainte- 
Nance in their Service, as good as Hagar and 
Dfimael had had even with Abrabam. We fee 
no Reafon to think that Hagar met with many 
Difficulties in providing for her felf, or her Son; 
fhe in a few Years faw him in fo comfortable a 
way of living, as to get him a Wife out of ano- 
therCountry, out of the Land of Egypt, to come 
and live with him, 3. [/bmael, and confequent- 
ly Hagar with him, fared no worfe than the 
younger Children ufed to fare in thofe Days, 
when they were difmiffed in order to their fet- 
tling in the World: For we find that in this 
manner the Children which Abraham had by Ke- 
turab were dealt by: Abrabam gave all that he 


bad unto Uaac ; but unto the Sons of the Concu- 


bines which Abraham bad, Abraham gave gifts 
and fent them away from Uaac his Son, while he 
yet lived, Eaftward, uuto the Eaft Country: And 
much in this manner even ‘facob was fent away 
from his Father; in the fame manner, as we 
now a Days might fay, to feek his Fortune, on- 
ly inftructed to feek it amongft his Kinsfolk and 
Relations ; and he went to feek it upon fo un- 
certain a Foundation, that we find him moft 
earneftly praying to God to be with him in the 
way that be was to go, and not to fuffer him to 
want the Necefiaries of Life to fupport him, but 
to give bim Bread to eat, and Raiment to put on: 
And yet we fee by letting himfelf for Hire to 
Laban, he married both his Daughters, and in 
a few Years became the Matter of a very confi- 
derable Subftance. 4. We miftake therefore, 
not duly confidering the Circumftances of thefe 
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Times, in imagining Hagar and I/bmael to have 
been fuch Sufferers in Abrabam’s difmiffing them. 
At firft it might perhaps be difputed, whether 
Jfbmael the firft born, or I/aac the Son of his 
Wife, fhould be Alrabam’s Heir ; but after this 
Point was determin’d, and God himfelf had de- 
clared, that in J/aac Abrabam’s Seed was to be 
called, a Provifion was to be made, that J/bmael 
fhould go and plant a Family of his own, or he 
muft have been J/aac’s Bond-man or Servant, if 
he had continued in Abrabam’s Family ; fo that 
here was only that Provifion made for him, 
which the then Circumftances of the World di- 
rected Fathers to make for their younger Chil- 
‘dren, and not any hardfhip put upon either Ha- 
gar or her Son: And tho’ their wandring in the 
Wiildernefs until they wanted Water had almoft 
deftroyed them, yet that was an Accident only, 
and no fault of Abrabam’s ; ; and after it pleafed 
God to extricate them out of this Difficulty, we 
have no Reafon to imagine that they met with 
any further Hardfhips ; but being freed from Ser- 
vitude, they eafily, by Cour Author fuppofes) 

taking wild Beafts and taming them, and by fow- 
ing Corn, got a Stock, and became in a few 
Years a very flourifhing Family. 































III. In page 21. Mr. Shuckford, concerning 
the Place called by Abrabam Febovab-jireh, in 
remembrance of being ftopped from killing his 
Son I/aac, will have us obferve, that our Eng- 
fifo 'Tranflation of Geu. xxii. 14. is very obfcure, 
As it is faid to this Day in the Mount of the Lord 
zt foall be feen. Wf we take, fays he, the word 
ON. to be a future Tenfe, the whole Verfe may 
be tranflated thus ; Aud Abraham called the Name 
fthe Place Febovab-jireb, becaufe it will be faid 
| (or 
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Cor told hereafter that) this Day the Lord was 
feen in the Mountain. The LXX favour this 
Tranflation. They render the Place,. 4 cxdacouw 
"ACce py. Ti ovoua TS THTs eneivs Wa adky’ iva azway 
oiucesy ew TS de wWeG eeSn.—or the Helrew 
words may be Engii/h’d verbatim thus ; And Abra- 
ham called the Name of that Place fehovab-jireh, 
which, i.e. Place, in the Mountain is called at 
this Day ‘Febovab-jireh. 


IV. Several Writers remark upon the intend- 
ed Sacrifice of Abrabam’s, that he was under no 
Surprize at receiving an order to perform it * ; 
nor do they think that we have any reafon to ex- 
tol him for this Particular ; for they fay he would 

















2 have done only a thing very common in the 
i ‘Times which he lived in: For Philo t+ ud. in- 
| forms us, that it was Cuftomary for private Per- 
’ : 3 ; Ph x y P ' 
d fons; nay, Philo-Biblius obferves, that in an- 
e cient Times, Kings, Cities, and Nations, were 
h us’d to offer thefe Sacrifices upon imminent Dan- 
7 ger +. Thus Porphyry reprefents alfo, that the 
) Phenicians, when in danger of War, Famine, 
"i or Peftilence, ufed to chufe by publick Suffrage 
W fome one Perfon whom they moft loved, and Sa- 
crifice him to Saturv. And Sanchoniathou’s Phe- 
nician Hiftory, which Pbi/o- Biblius tranflated in- 
4 to Greek, is, he fays, full of thefe Sacrifices. 
in Now from this feeming Citation of divers Wri- 
is ters, one would expect a variety of Inftances of 
g- thefe Sacrifices before Abrabam’s Days: To this 
e; our Author Anfwers, That thefe Writers upon 
rd this Point produce but one particular Inftance, 
rd ; 
e * Lord Shaftbury’s Chara&eriftick:, Vol. JIT. Mile. 2. Sir 
y john Marfham, Can. Chron. p. 76. + Philo Jud. Li- 
“ bro de Abraham + See Evufeb. Prep. Evang. |. 4. 
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and that one, moft probably, a Mifreprefentati- 
on of Abirabam’s intended Sacrifice. For, fecond- 
ly, if the Perfon they mention did really offer 
fuch a Sacrifice ; yet it muft appear from the 
Hiftorian trom whom they have it, that he did 
not live earlier, nor fo early as Abrabam, &c. 
As to the Inftance they offer to this, viz. 
That Corouus, whom the Phenicians call I/- 
‘© vael, and who after his Death was Deity’d, 
** and became the Star called Saturn, when he 
“reigned in that Country, had an only Son by 
“the Nymph Anobret, a Native of the Land, 
** whom he called ‘feud, (that Word fignitying 
“¢ in the Phentcian Language, only begotten) and 
* that when he was in extreme Peril of War, 
** he adorned his Son in the Royal Apparel, and 
© buile an Altar with his own Hands and facri- 
“ ficed him.” This Fa& Philo-Biblius, from 
Sanchoniathon, reprefents thus: ‘* That Chronus 
“* upon the raging of a Famine and Peftilence, 
“° offered his only Son for a Burnt-offering to 
€© his Father Ouram, * 

Our Author anfwers to this Inftance, (from 
pag. 24. to pag. 27.) by feveral learned Obfer- 
vations; (not omitting to refute in the mean 
time, Sir ‘Zobu Marfbam, who afferts that Philo 
wrote J/, meaning J/us, not Ifrael, &c.) But 
we fhall mention only the following Particulars 
our Author quotes; 1. Chronus whom the Phe- 
ntcians called I/rael, was the Son of a Father 
who, according to Eufebius, had three Children, 
and fo was Abrabam. 2. Chrouus had one only 
Son by his Wife, and fo had Abraham. 3. He 
had another Son by another Perfon, fo had A- 
brabam. 4. This Chronus circumcifed himfelf 


6c 


* Euf. Prep. Evang. |. 1. ¢. 10. 
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and Family, fo did Abrabam. §. Chronus Sacri- 
ficed his only Son, fo was Abrabam reported to 
have done by fome of the Heathen Hiftorians. 
6. Chronus’s Son who was Sacrificed was named 
Febud, and thus I/aac is called by Mofes. And 
to make fhort, from all this our Author infers, 
that Chronus and Mofes’s Abrabam do evidently 
agree in fo many Circumftances, that there ap- 


pears avery great probability of their being one 
and the fame Perfon. 


V. Our Author further obferves as a remak- 
able thing, that the Prophane Writers, as Nico+ 
Jaus Damafcus, Eupulemus, &c. give us much the 
fame Accounts of Abrabam’s Life and Charaéter, 
as Mofes has givenus. They found, fays he, 
{ufficient Reafon, even to think him not only 
famous for his Piety and Adherence to the true 
Religion, but very confpicuous alfo for his Learn- 
ing and good Senfe, far above and beyond his 
Contemporaries. Thefe Contemporaries in the 
Affyrian Empire were, Ninus (who died when 
Abrabam was but nine Years old) and the five 
fucceeding Kings, Semiramis, Ninias, Arius, 
Aralius, and Xerxes. As to the Kings of Egypt, 
if we allow what our Author computes, that 
Menes or Mizraim began to reign there 4. M. 
1772, and that he reigned there until 4.M. 1943. 
Then Abrabam was born in the Reigns of Atho- 
thes, Cencenes, and Mefochris; that Kingdom 
being in that time parted into feveral Sovereign- 
ties, 8c. A gialeus is {aid to be the firft King 
of Sicyon, who, according to Caffor in Eu/ebius, 
began his Reign in the 15th Year of Be/us King 
of Affyria, i.e. A.M. 1920. *Twas Enrops his 
Son that fucceeded him 4. M. 1972, and Abra- 
bam was born when Ezrops had reign’d forty 
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five Years, 4. M. 2008. Our Author adds, that 
Abraham lived to fee five of Europs Succeffors, 
and died ten Years before Zurimachus the 7th 
King of Sicyon. 





VI. The Particulars our Author gives us at 
large about Noah are entertaining, and we fhall 
relate fome of them: Noah came out of the Ark 
in the Parts near to India; and the Prophane 
Hiftorians aflert, that a Perfon whom they call 
Bacchus, was the Founder of the Polity of thefe 
Nations ; he came, they fay, into Judia before 
there were any Cities built in that Country, or 
any Armies or Bodies of Men fufficient to oppofe 
him. There have been feveral Perfons called by 
the Name of Bacchus, one in India, one in E- 
gypt, one in Greece, &c. but in our Author’s 
Opinion, the Indian Bacchus was the firft and 
moft ancient of all who bore that Name; he was 
the firft alfo that prefled the Grape and made 
Wine. They fay he was twice born, and that 
he was nourifhed in the Thigh of Fupiter. From 
thefe Hints our Author very probably concludes, 
that the Judian Bacchus was Noab and no other. 
Noab (continues he) being the firft Man in the 
poft-diluvian World, lived early enough to be 
the moft ancient Bacchus ; and Noah, according 
to Mofes, was the firft that made Wine. Noah 
lived in thefe Parts as foon as he came out of the 
Ark, earlier than there were any Cities built in 
India: And with regard to the laft Circum- 
ftance of Bacchus being twice born, and brought 
torth out of the Thigh of Fupiter, Diodorus gives 
us aclear light into the true meaning of this 
Tradition ; he fays, (/. 3. p. 196.) That °° Bac- 
“© chus was faid to be twice born, becaufe in Deu- 
* calion’s Flood he was thought to have perifh- 
c¢ ed 
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*¢ ed with the reft of the World; but God brought 
*¢ him again as by a fecond Nativity into the 
“¢ fight. of Men, and they fay Mythologically, 
“* that he came out of the Thigh of Zupiter.” 
Deucalion’s Flood is a Weftern Expreffion, and 
tho’ the Greeks called the ancient Flood, of 
which they had fome imperfect Traditions, fome- 
times Ogyges’s Flood, and fometimes Deucalion’s, 
according to our. Author, the Name of Dez- 
calion was hardly or never in the ancient Indian 
Antiquities, and the Tradition it felf not being 
underftood by the Greeks, is apply’d to Bacchus’s 
Vine, inftead of to himfelf: For as it is juftly 
obferv’d, it was not the Vine more than any 
other Tree, but the Vine-planter who was fo 
wonderfully preferved, as is hinted by this My- 
thological Tradition, €2c. 

As Noab’s Children increafed, he taught them 
how to live a fettled Life, and by Tilling the 
Ground to increafe the quantity of Provifion, 
which the Earth was capable of producing, and 
hereby to be able tolive comfortably, and without 
breaking in upon one another’s Plenty: In fhort, 
Noab put his Children upon forming Civi/ So- 
cieties. “Tis to them, as our Author thinks, 
that the Judzaus are indebted for the Policy of 
their own Countries. Diodorus Siculus, fays he, 
has given us fuch an account of the Ancient In- 
dians, as may lead us to conje€ture, what Steps 
Noab dire€&ted his Children to take, in order to 
form Nations and Kingdoms ; and the Chinefe 
feem to ftand upon thefe Foundations even to 
this Day, being, as they themfelves report, lit- 
tle different now from what it was when framed 
by their Legiflators, as they compute above 4000 | 
Years ago. Now China, purfuant to the ancient 
Writers, is a part of what they were ufed to 
call 
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call India, as thefe Writers did all the moft 

Eaftern Nations: ‘They reputed India to be the 

largeft of all the Nations in the World, nay, as 
large as all Afia befides, and that’s what we may 
fee in Strabo. The Antiquities of thofe Coun- 
tries we now Call India, *tis true, are quite loft 

or defaced; yet it is remarkable, that if we go 
further Eaft into China, to which fo many In- 
curfions of the more Weftern Kingdoms and 
Conquerors have not fo frequently reached, or 
fo much affected, we find great Remains of 
what the faid Déodorus calls the ancient Indian 
Polity, and which feems to our Author to have 
been derived from the Appointments of Noa, 

who accordingly confidered what Ex ployments 
were neceffary to be undertaken and cultivated 
for the publick Welfare of Indians; and he ap- 
pointed feveral Sets or Orders of Men, that each 
Art or Employment might be duly taken care 
of. x1. Some were appointed to be Philofophers 
and to ftudy Aftronomy. To make this Affer- 
tion probable, our Author fays, In the ancient 
Times Men had no way of knowing when to 
Sow or Till the Ground, but by obferving the 
Rifing and Setting of particular Stars ; for they 
had no Kalendar for many Ages, nor had they 
divided the Year into a fet of Months, but the 
Lights of Heaven were, as Mofes {peaks, for 
Signs and for Seafous, and for Days and for Years. 

= by degrees found by Experience, that 
when fuch and fuch Stars appeared, then the 
Seafons for the feveral parts of Tillage were 
come, and therefore tound it neceffary to make 
the beft Obfervations they cou’d of the Heavens, 
- in order to cultivate the Earth, fo as they might 
expect the Fruits of it in due feafon ; ; and this 
way of the Ancients is evident both from He- 
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fiod and Virgil, &c. 2. Another fet of Men were 
to make it their whole Bufinefs to Till the 
Ground. 3. A third fort to keep and order the 
Cattle, to chafe and kill fuch Beafts as wou’d be 
noxious to Mankind, or deftroy the Tillage, and 
incommode the Husbandman ; and to take, and 
tame, and pafture fuch as might be proper for 
Food or Service. 4. A fourth fet of Men were 
appointed to be Artificers, to employ themfelves 
in making all forts of Weapons for War, and In- 
ftruments for the Tillage, and to fupply the 
whole Community in general with all Utenfils 
and Furniture. 5. A fifth fet were appointed 
for the Art of War, to exercife themfelves in 
Arms, to be always ready to fupprefs inteftine 
‘Tumults and Diforders, or to repel Foreign In= 
vafions and Attacks, whenever ordered for either 
Service ; and this their ftanding force was very 
numerous, for it was almoft equal to the Num- 
ber of the Tillers of the Ground. 6. A fixth 
fort were the Ephori, or Overfeers of the Kings 
dom, a fet of Perfons employed to go over eve- 
ry part of the King’s Dominions, examining 
the Affairs and Management of the Subjects, in 
order to report what might be amifs, that pro- 
per meafures might be taken to correct and a- 
mend it. 7. And laftly, they hada fet of the 
wifeft Perfons to affift the King as his Council, 
and to be employ’d either as Magiftrates, or 
Officers to command his Armies, or in govern- 
ing and diftributing Juftice amongft his People. 
The ancient Indians were, as Diodorus informs 
us, divided into thefe feven different Orders or 
forts of Men; and the Chinefe Polity, according 
to the beft Accounts we have of it, varies but 
little in fubftanee from thefe Inftruétions; Le 
Compte tells us alfo, that it was much the fame 
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when firft fettled, as it is now; and therefore, 
concludes our Author, very probably Noab form- 
ed fuch a Plan as this for the firft Kingdoms. 
The Chinefe fay, that Fobi their firft King 
reigned over them 115 Years; fo that fuppofing 
Noab to be this Fobt, Noab began to reign in 
China 115 Years before his Death,7.e. 4.M/. 1891; 
for Noab was born A. M. 1056, and he lived 950 
Years, fo that according to this Account, we 
may well allow the Truth of what they fay, that 
their Government was firft fettled about 4000 
Years ago. And if we begin, adds our Author, 
the Chriftian Ara with Archbifhop Uber, A. M. 
4004, there {till feems in the main but very little 
miftake in the Chinefe Accounts ; and that’s what 
Mr. Shuckford fhews by feveral Probabilities. 







VII. The feventh Remark which we fhall re- 
late is about Kzugs. It has been an ancient Opi- 
nion, that the Kings had right to their Crowns 
by a {pecial Appointment from Heaven: Homer 
is every where full of it: The Scepters of his 
Kings were commonly given either to them, or 
fome of their Anceftors, by Zupiter; thus Aga- 
memmnon’s Sceptre was made by Vulcan, and by 
Vulcan given to Fupiter, by Fupiter to Mercury, 
by Mercury to Pelops, by Pelops to Atreus, by A- 
treus to Thyeftes, by Zhyeftes to Agamemnon. And 
this Account came to be fo firmly beliv’d, that 
the Men of Choeronea paid divine Worfhip to a 
Spear, which they faid was this Celeftial Sceptre 
of Agamemnon. At what time the Heathen Na- 
tions embraced thefe Sentiments, our Author 
does not determine, but he believes, (right 
enough) not before God had appointed the J/- 
raelites a King. 


The 















Art. 22. the Republick of Letters. 27% 


The firft Kings laid no fort of Task upon theit 
Subje€ts, for the Maintenance of either the Sol- 
diers or Servants, but all the Tribute they took 
was from Strangers, and their own People were 
free ; but they had in every Country larger Por- 
tions of Land than their Subjects, and whenever 
they conquered foreign Kingdoms, they increafed 
their Revenue by laying an annual Tribute or 
Tax upon them. Nénus was the firft King that 
took this Courfe; he over-ran all his Neigh- 
bours with his Armies, and oblig’d them to buy 
their Peace, by paying yearly fuch Tribute as he 
thought fit to exact from them. 

The learned and ample Account our Author 
gives of the ancient Priefts of Rome, Egypt, and 
Afia, in Anfwer to the Objections which feveral 
modern Wiiters, and in particular Lord Shaft/- 
bury, have rais’d againft them, in order to pick 
a quarrel with our Clergy and the Church Lands, 
is an Article without difpute no lefs curious than 
worthy of being related, if the narrow Bounds 
of a Fournal would admit of it: But we muft, 
for Brevity’s fake, refer our readers to the Book 
it felf, where they will alfo find many other 
Things not unworthy of-their attention ; as, 

What was the ancient Conftitution of the E- 
gyptians ; that their Kingdoms were not founded 
at firft upon Defpotick Authority ; what their 
Learning, their Aftronomy, Phyfiology, Aftro- 
logy, and Magick ; their confecrating Animals ; 
when they began this Practice ; for what Rea- 
fon; they canonized their Heroes; their moft 
celebrated Gods, who? Upon what account they 
deify’d them, and when? They did not deify 
Men newly dead ; their Hierog/yphicks not their 
moft ancient Letters. They perplexed their an- 


cient Hiftory, and how ? Their Fables about J/s 
OcToBER 1731. S and 
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and Ofiris. Who were the Proprietors then ; 
Now loft. Several Obfervations upon it. Paftors 
invade Egypt. Orus the Egyptian was thought to 
become the Star Orion. The Rudenefs of the 
Sculpture is no Argument of the Antiquity of 
the Egyptian Images. What Religion introduced 
into Greece by the Egyptzans. ‘The Figures F. 
Montfaucon has given of feveral {mall Egyptian 
Statues, {wathed from Head to Foot like Mum- 
mies, difcover nothing but their Faces, and fome- 
times their Hands; thefe cannot be taken for 
Egyptian Deities. Syphis was the firft who fpe- 
culated upon religious Subjeéts. What Plato and 
Plutarch offered in favour and Defence of the E- 
gyptian Superftitions. 'The Magicians of Egypt 
really performed the Wonders afcribed to them *. 
Androchomins, Brocard and Torniellus’s miftake 
in defcribing Seir in a different fituation from 
that in which the common Maps of Canaan place 
it. Greece, its Hiftory very fhort and imperfect, 
until after Cecrop’s times. HeZenes, who moft 
anciently fo called. How the Greeks came to 
be univerfally called by this Name. Eriéonius 
was the firft in Greece who taught to draw Cha- 
riots with Horfes, and he inftituted the Chariot 
Race about 4. M. 2499. At the fame time Hy- 
agnis made great Improvements in the Art of 
Mufick, inventing new Inftruments, and intro 
ducing them into the Worfhip of Cybele, Diony- 
fius, Pan, and of the other Deities and Hero- 
Gods of his Country. He/zopolis: the Opinion 
of the Priefts there about the Paffage of the J/- 


* In this Point our Learned Author's Sentiment feems but too 
precipitate ; finceit is, in our Opinion, Suffcien ‘ly prov "d, that 
no Miracles, pi ‘operly fo call’d, could or can be done in favour of 


Fi bfp 9043 Co TE quently the Miracles afcrib’a i to th efe Magicians 
were nothin g “but a mere juggle, 
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raelites over the Red Sea. Thirteen Years after 
Cecrop’s Death, Cadmus came into Beotia and 
built Thebes A. M. 2486; the fame Cadmus in- 
troduced the Letters intoGreece. Miftakes about 
his time; whether he was a Phenician or an E- 
gyptian. Ampbittyones, the Rife, Conftitution, 
and Hiftory of their Council. <Arecpagus, the 
Rife and Conftitution of that Court. Atlas lived; 
where and when. Argos, the firft rife of that 
Kingdom. Ogyges reigned in Attica, when? Pro- 
metbeus, when he lived, why faid to have made 
Men. Platarch’s Explanation of the De/phian 
Infcription. P/ato’s Opinion about the Heathen 
Gods, and his Advice in order to know their 
Names. Vaticination, whence the learned Hea- 
thens thought it to proceed. Wov/hip Divine of 
Animals, how early in the World, and whence 
it arofe. Servitude, how it began. Neptune 
the Inventor of Ships. Lazian’s injudicious Ca- 























vil at Mofes’s Account of the Creation. Lelex, 

C firftt King of Macedon. 

) Toconclude, our Readers will have the Satif- 

5 faétion of finding above feventy Paffages of the 

- Holy Scripture explain’d in this iecond Volume. 
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too what Works are neceffary to be done eve- 
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of ry Month in the Kitchen, Fruit, and 
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tory; with an Account of the particular 
Seafons for the Propagation and Ufe of 
all forts of efculent Plants and Fruits 
proper for the Table , and of all forts of 
Flowers, Plants, and Trees, that flower 
in every Month, By Philip Miller, Gar- 
dener to the Worfhipful Company of Apo- 
thecaries at their Botanick Garden zn 
Chelfea, and F.R.S. London, printed 
jor the Author, and fold by C. Rivington 

at the Bible and Crown in St. Paul's 

Church-yard, 1731. 8vo. 


T would very ill become the Author of the 
Prefent State of the Republick of Letters, to 
introduce any Article with an affected Adulation ; 
but when we refleét upon the feveral Nations of 
Europe (the moft diftinguifh’d of the Univerfe) 
thro’ which we have had the opportunity to Tra- 
vel, we cannot forbear admiring (as foreign Ob- 
fervators) the peculiar Happinefs of the Engli/b 
Nation : Not to mention the vaft Advantages it 
has over its Neighbours, in the feveral Articles 
of Power, Intrepidity, Riches, Commerce, Free- 
dom, &c. It is there the Scéences have indifou- 
tably taken their principal Seat, and like fo many 
delightful precious Flowers in a Garden, are cul- 
tivated with as much Affiduity on the one hand, 
as they meet with Encouragement on the other : 
An inconteftable Proof of which Mr. Mier has 
given us, in the entertaining and innocent as 
well as ufeful Art of Gardening. As the Publick 
has already feen his Di¢tionary, and we have 
mention’d 
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mention’d it in our Fournal for the Month of 
Fune laft, Vor. 7. Art. XLVI. We don’e 
queftion but it will readily affent to our Affertion, 
and with as general Approbation receive this 
Kalendar now feparated trom the Body of the 
Dictionary, as it did the Work it felt. For ac- 
cording to the juft Reafoning of feveral of the 
Author’s Friends, which they alledg’d when they 
urg’d his publifhing it in this manner, with fuch 
Corrections and Additions as he fhould think 
proper, in a {mall Volume, 





1. It will not only be portable on all Occa- 
fions, either in the Clofet, or in the Garden, 
but will alfo be afforded at fuch a Price as may 
fuit thofe who cannot fo well fpare Money tor 
his larger Work. 










2. Itwill bring into one eafy and concife View, 
all the Works that are neceflary to be done in 
the feveral branches of Gardening. And in this 
refpect, 










3. It will be of great ufe to fuch Gentlemen as 
may be hindered by other Avocations, from be- 
{towing much time in the Study of this enter- 
taining Art. 





4. The Months being in this Kalendar difpos’d 
according to their order of time, it muft be {til 

rof a great Advantage ; nay, it will furely be 
much more ufeful than as itis in the Didfionary ; 
the Reafon of which is plain, ~becaufe the Al- 
phabetical order in the faid Diéfionary unavoid- 
ably occafion’d their being interfpers’d among a 
variety of other Things, that, tho’ ufeful in them- 
felves, and neceflary to our Author’s Subject, 
S 3 were 
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were not altogether fo, to fuch as have not lei- 
fure to go thro’ with a general Syftem of Gar- 
dening in all its various and diffufive Branches. 

And it was likely upon thefe Confiderations, 
that while our induftrious Author waz engaged 
in this new Work, comparing in it what he had 
publifh’ d with his Dzary, and adding what new 
Obfervations he had made ; as alfo correcting 
what he found amifs in his former Kalendar ; 
fome wugenerous Perfons werc, without any Shame 
or Confcience, refolv’d, as has been reported, 
to prevent our Author, by publifhing fomething 
of this Nature from his own Diéfzouary. 

Befides the foregoing Articles, there is ano- 
ther which, no doubt, will further recommend 
this Book, vx. as there are annually many new 
Improvements made in Gardening, as alfo great 
Numbers of new Plants introduced into the Eng- 
lifo Gardens, both for Profit and Pleafure; and 
by coniequence as it is ablolutely neceffary for 
—— ne who wou'd cultivate them, to know 

he proper Seafons for fowing and tranfplanting 
of them, with their times of flo wering, if of the 
flowery Tribe, and if efculent Plants, when they 
are in feafon for the Pale’; and if Fruzt, the 
time when the feveral forts thereof are in prime, 
and how long lafting ; Out Author took a par- 
ticular care, as he affures us, faithfuily to fet it 
down from his own Obfervations. 

And that he might do this with the greater 
acuracy, he compared, fays he, feveral Years 
Obfervations together, wherein he found the 
fame Plants were fome Years above a again om 
‘ater than in others. So that (he tells us) he 
was oblig’d many times to fet down Directions 
for performing the fame Work in two feveral 
Months ; but this (he adds) muft be attended 

to 
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to as the Seafon happens to be forward or back- 
ward, of which any common Capacity may eafi- 
ly judge. Our expert Author has alfo mention’d 
feveral Plants flowering in two or three different 
Months, which is likewife many times occafion’d 
by the difference of Seafons, tho’, as he oblerves, 
fome forts continue in flower a much longer 
time than others. And, according to his Re- 
marks, it is the fame with Fruits; thofe forts 
which ripen early, being of very fhort duration, 
but moft of the Winter Fruits continuing good 
for a long time. 

Our Author will alfo have us obferve, that in 
fome Soils and Situations Flowers and Fruits are 
earlier than in others by a Fortnight or more, 
which renders it neceffary to perform all the dif- 
ferent Works fo much earlier in the Spring, up- 
on fuch warm Soils, than is ufually practis’d up- 
on low cold Land; otherwite, fays he, the Crops 
will not fucceed fo well; for, as he believes, 
tho’ warm Grounds occafion a very quick growth 
in the Spring, while the Earth is cool and moift, 
yet when the Heat of the Summer comes on, 
things are generally at a ftand upon fuch Land, 
efpecially if the Seafon be dry; fo that if the 
Plants have not eftablifh’d their Roots in the 
Ground, and made fome progrefs in the Spring, 
they feldom come to much upon fuch hot dry 
Soils; and on the other hand, if wet cold Land 
be planted or fown too early, the Seeds and 
Plants are generally ftarved, and feldom fucceed 
well. For thefe Reafons our Author fometimes 
repeats the Directions in two different Seafons 
{o much the rather, as many times by a hurry of 
Bufinefs, fome things may be neglected to be 
done in one Month, which may be performed 
in the next without any lofs ; for want of know- 
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ing which, fome Perfons might omit the doing 
of them at all, apprehending the Seafon to be 
too far gone for fuch Works, And for this ve- 
ry Reafon our judicious Author has particularly 
mention’d in feveral Months, when thefe things 
may be perform’d with fuccefs. af 

As to the particular Directions for the choice 
of Soils, or the Culture of the feveral Plants or 
Fruits mention’d in this Kalendar, our celebrated 
Gardener refers his Readers to his Diétionary. 
To thefe he declares, that it is not his Inten- 
ticn to publifh any thing which may interfere 
with what he has already done, or tend to de- 
preciate a Performance, for the kind Reception 
whereof he acknowledges himfelf fo much in- 
debted to the Publick in general, and to his 
own very good Friends in particular, &c. He 
cannot (he purfues) better exprefs his Gratitude 
to all his kind Benefactors, than by devoting 
all his leifure Hours to correét and add to his 
former Work, as occafions fhall offer, whatever 
ufeful Inftructions and Obfervations may come 
within his Notice, which however he declares 
fhall never be publifh’d but in fuch a Method as 
may not in the leaft injure the Purchafers of the 
firft Edition. | 
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ARTICLE XXIV. 


Medicine Compendium in unum Exerci- 
tationis Domeftice, digeftum a Johanne 
de Gorter, A.L.M. Medicine Doétore 
& Profeffore Ordinario. Pars Prima. 
Lugduni Batavorum, apud Fanffonios 

Vander, Aa. gto. 1731. 
















That 1s, 


An Abridgment of the Art of Phyfick fitted 

for Domefiick Ufe, by John de Gorter, 
A.L.M. Doétor of Phyfick, and Profeffor 
in Ordinary. Leiden, printed by Jantlo- 
nios Vander, Aa. 4to. 1731. 






S an Introduction to this Work, our Doctor 
begins by reflecting upon the Zheory of 
Phyfick, which he fuppofes to be arriv’d to its 
higheft Pitch of Perfe€tion; but at the fame 
time laments the Fate of three forts of Perfons 
in the Praétical Part, {ome (he fays) apply them- 
felves during the whole courfe of their Lives 
folely to Botany, Anatomy, and Chymifiry : others, 
| | being 
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being oblig’d by their Profeffion to fpend the 
greater Part of their Time in Praéfice, want lei- 
{ure to couch their Obfervations in Writing, 
And again, others not having frequent occafion 
to vifit the Sick, take a Diftatte to Prattice. 
Thefe are the Reafons (concludes our Autbor) 
why the Number of: learned Men in the Theory, 
fo tar furpaffes that of thofe who excel in the 
Pratiical part of Phyfick 

Our Author next informs his Readers what it 
was induc’d him to compofe and publifh this 
Treatife. He had hardly (lays he) gone thro’ 
his Courfe of Academical Studies, as he began 
to be employ’d in Practice; but for want of a 
fufficient Experience, he met with fo much diffi- 
culty amidft the multiplicity of Obfervations, 
that he began to defpair of ever attaining to 
Succefs: However, the Pleafure he had of ma- 
king feveral uteful Difcoveries on the one fide ; 
and on the other hand, the abfolute Neceflit 
he lay under of {ticking clofe to his Profeffion, 
infpir’d him with a Refolution to propagate his 
Endeavours. He began by applying himfelf as 
much as poffible to the Leéture of praétical Au- 
thors, and extracting whatever he thought could 
be of any ufe to him upon all and every Event. 
He next, his Collection of Remarks beginning 
to be pretty bulky, reduc’d them into fome or- 
der, and under certain Heads, as a help to his 
Memory; and now in proportion as he advane’d, 
the greater was his Pleafure, till by degrees he 


became more delighted with this Scéence than any 
other *. 


* We may bere with Fuftice apply to our Author what we 
read in Quintus Curtius. Nil tam altum Natura conftituit 
quo Virtus eniti non poflit. That is, By Virtue we often 
overcome even Ippolhbilities. 


Being 
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Being at laft come to the Profefforfhip he now 
enjoys, his Care was to communicate thefe his 
Labours to the Students committed to his Di- 
re€tion, and chiefly to point out to them the 
fhortef{t Methods of Cure ; and that they might 
not have the trouble of copying, caus’d them to 
be printed fo as we now have them before us. 
Thefe are, fays our Author, but a firft Part of 
the Collections he has made in the courfe of fe- 
veral Years ; but he promifes the remainder in 
a fecond Part, when leifure will permit. 

As for the Method he has purfued in this Work, 
he thinks it moft expedient to follow that of the 
Mathematicians, firft to explain, in imitation 
of their Principles, te general Struéiure, by be- 
ginning with the moft fimple and general Dif- 
eafes, and then to examine the fimple and pecu- 
liar Parts, by treating of complicate Diftem- 
pers. 

Our Author farther fays, it would have been 
very ealy for him to have explain’d all the Ca- 
nons and Aphorifms in this his Abridgment, but 
that it would have too much increas’d the bulk 
of it; however, he don’t doubt but it is in- 
telligible to thofe Beginners who frequent his 
Lectures. 

He likewife informs us of a Maxim he has 
follow’d in retracting, as he has done in this 
Work, feveral Sentiments he formerly advanc’d, 
and that, in purfuance of the fame Maxim, it 
may very well happen, he may differ with re- 
{pect to others in the Sequel: Ef? enim Cfays he) 
hominis evrare, fed turpe in itfdem audacter per- 
fiftere, &8 contra rationem perfritta fronte defen- 
dere, thatis, For a Mau to err is but natural, 
but it is foameful for him obftinately to perfift in 
bis Errors, aud with Affurance to defend them 


againft 
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againf? Reafon. It were greatly to be wifh’d 
that every one would imitate our Author in this 
Maxim. 

He thinks fit to forbear naming feveral new 
Difcoveries he has made in Phyfick, for, fays 
he, in a modeft Exclamation, What would the 
Sick be the better for it ¢ 

To conclude, Dr. Gorter acknowledges that 
his intimate Friend Mr. Gerard van Switten, a 
Jearned Phyfician, has not only taken the Pains 
to review and examine all the Subjects contain’d 
in this Treatife, but carefully to correct all 
Faults of Orthography ; and indeed we can’t but 
allow him pretty exact. 


We fhall now prefent our Readers with a fhort 
Extra of two Difcourfes, which our Author 
has annex’d to this Treatife. The firft he 
calls, 

Oratio de Praxis Medice repurgate Certitudine, 
publice ditia Lugduni Batavorum, die 14 Funit, 
1729. Axciore fobaune de Gorter, that is, 

A Di/courje upon the Certainty of Praétical 
Phyfick, cleans’d from all its Rubbifh, as it was 
publickly read at Leyden, June 14. 1729. By 
John de Gorter. 

Our Author in his Introduétion to this Dif- 
courfe, obferves, that Phyficians have two Means 
to come at a Difcovery of Truth, which are, 
C1.) An exaét Obfervation of Things. And, 
(2.) The juft Conclufions which they draw from 
certain Principles with the Affiftance of Reafon : 
That however both thefe Means are liable to 
many Errors. As to what regards Experience, 
(be fays) that our outward Senfes, which ferve 
us only to contemplate the Images of Things in 
their outward Appearances, are too flow and 
clog’d 
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clog’d to guide our Enquiries to the true Know- 
ledge of them: And that it is not till aftera 
long ufe, that the Organs of thefe fame Senfes 
can be brought to Perfection ; and this he proves 
by fundry Inftances. And with refpeét to Rea- 
fon he obferves, that often, inftead of real 
Experiments, we are deceiv’d by fuch as are 
either but too fuperficially examin’d into, or 
have no fure Foundation ; and but too frequent- 
ly apt to draw general Conclufions from one 
fingle Cafe. ‘That thirdly, we go afterwards in 
fearch of ‘Truth in fuch a manner as cannot pof- 
fibly fucceed. And laftly, that notwithftanding 
all imaginable Precautions we take to that End, 
for want of Judgment in obferving the moft mi- 
nute Circumftances, we commit very great Er- 
rors. 

Hence our Author infers, that Phy/ick is only 
accusd of Uncertainty, and look’d upon as an 
Art grounded upon bare Conjecture, becaufe the 
Proteffors of it are not careful enough to avoid 
thefe Lets in their way to Truth: For (conti- 
nues he) in Phyfick no Experiments ought to be 
admitted, but {uch ashave been made by learned 
Phy ficians with all the Caution imaginable ; or 
Reajons allow’d, but fuch as have been drawn 
from real juft Principles. And then (adds he) 
Phyfick would appear to be, as in Effeét it is, 
a Science by no means conjectural, but certain 
and perpetual. 

To prove this Aphorifm, our Author begins 
by examining where to lay the Caufe of this Ig- 
norance complain’d of in the Art of Phyfick ; 
whether to the Art it felf, or thofe who ftudy it ; 
and then fhews how thofe Errors are to be avoid- 
ed, which are the occafion of this Charge. 


For 
































































































































290 The Prefent State of Art. 24. 

For the firft Part he obferves, that the whole 
Medical Art confifts in the Kuowledge of the Di- 
fremper and the Cure. That the firft compre- 
hends in it felf certain Signs, and the Cau/e of 
Difeafes ; but (fays he) thefe Signs are not mere- 
ly conjectural; for then the Operations of Na- 
ture would be unftable, which however we know 
they are not ; becaufe (continues he) if we ex- 
cept fome few Difeafes, not hitherto fufficiently 
defin’d, or that are in the fequel produc’d by 
fome new Caufe, all other Diftempers begin, 
increafe, ftand and decreafe in the fame manner 
as they did in the Times of the firft Founders 
and Inventers of Phyfick; fo that our Prede- 
ceffors gave above 3000 Years fince, the fame 
Signs and Characterifticks to diftinguifh and 
know Difeafes, as we do now. And this is in- 
conteftably prov’d by the Writings of Hippo- 
crates, Celfus, and Gallen. 

Our Author adds feveral other Arguments, 
and fo concludes; * Since then it evidently ap- 
“¢ pears, that Diftempers have not been liable to 
<¢ any Change in fo many Ages, we may boldly 
°° affirm, that in this regard Phyfick is upon no 
“© account conjectural, but very certain. 

Our Author however makes two Objections 
here himfelf. (1.) Why then Cfays he) do fo 
many Difputes yet fubfift among Phyficians con- 
cerning the Knowledge of Diftempers? To 
which he anfwers, that the Ancients were ac- 
cuftomed to let Diftempers take their natural 
Courfe, giving only a great attention to the fe- 
veral Changes that happen’d; but the Moderns 
have immediate recourfe to Bleeding, Purging, 
Sweating, Diureticks, heating or refrigerating 
Compofitions; nay, even fometimes, which is 
yet worle, to Medicines dire€tly oppofite to the 
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Courfe the Diftemper requires. "The fecond Ob- 
je€tion, which our Author himfelf thinks to have 
reater Force, regards the Hiftory of Diftem- 
pers. If Clays he) the Art of Phyfick ftands up- 
on fo fure Grounds, whence comes it then that 
there is fo wide a difference between the Defini- 
tions given us of Diftempers even by the moft 
celebrated Authors, and thofe now in Vogue 
among us ? Have not we reafon from thence to 
conclude, that thofe Diftempers are not the 
fame they were formerly ? To this he replies, 
that it does not proceed trom the Nature of the 
Difeafes, but from the Method it ielf of treat- 
ing them: And this he proves by Arguments 
not ill-grounded, always in view to demonftrate 
that the medical Art is am upon a fure Founda- 
tion, but that the Pault is, C1.) In thofe Phy- 
ficians, who, not aie: a waiaroutnde d Know- 
ledge of the Nature of Difeafes, undertake to 
cure them fometimes in one Met thod, and at 
other times by another. And (2.) In the ig 
duct of thofe who have indeed made fome FP: 
grefs in their Profeflion, but who, not h: ion 
examin’d to the very Root, nor rightly under- 
ftood the Nature of Diftempers, give an Hifto- 
rical Relation of them under falfe Names, and 
thereby often caufe the moft circumfpeét to run 
into divers erroneous Opinions. Here, among 
other Examples, our Author particularizes the 
Heryfipelle, the Hiftory of which he has often 
found under the Title of Inflammation: To 
avoid fuch Miftakes, fays our Author, we muft 
be very follicicous in examining the Charaéter 
and Capacity of fuch as give us the Definition of 
any Difeafe, and pretend to inftruct in a Me- 
thod of Cure for it, whether they don’t con- 
found two different Dittempers under onc and 
the 























































































































292 The Prefent State of Art. 24. 


fame Denomination. In reality (continues our 
Author) we have but too many Writers whofe 
Works are ftuff’d with crude undigefted Noti- 
ons ; and on the other fide, fo few learned and 
honeft Phyficians, that it would be difficult to 
name an Author for young Beginners to follow 
in every Species of Difeafes, efpecially as Pra- 
tice is now-a-days neglected. 

Our learned Doétor takes notice of another 
Thing yet far more arduous to the ignorant ; 
that is, to know the feveral different Kinds of a 
Diftemper ; and obferves, that there are many 
who reft fatisty’d with knowing the bare name 
of a Difeafe, when at the fame time they are 
grofly Ignorant as well of its Symptoms as Cure. 
And fo, to conclude, lays the whole Fault upon 
the Ignorance of many Phyficians. 

Our Author now goes on and fhews how to 
avoid thele Errors in Phyfick, and begins with 
examining into the Origin of what has been 
the Obftacle to the Progrefs of the Medical Art. 
He fays no Hypothefis hitherto made ufe of has 
fucceeded, becaufe human Underftanding is too 
tardy to difcover the Caufes of Things @ priori. 
That as foon as Dodfor Harvey had found out 
the Circulation of the Blood, Anatomifis began 

to apply themfelves wholly to their own direct 
and to examine into the very minuteft 
‘ne Human Body, neglecting the Study 
iuics. Others on the contrary have, 
: had recourfe to Chy- 
us of Fire, the Caufes 

Difeafes. 
vever imagine (/ays our Au- 
have the Obligation alone to the 
| Matbematicianus tor our Knowledge 
jes and Cure of Difeafes: For tho’ 
there 
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there have been many Things, unqueftionably 
excellent, introduc’d in the Medical Art, there 
are however (continues he) an infinite number 
yet behind, which either will not exaétly qua- 
drate with the Laws of Mechani/m, or are fo 
ill apply’d to them, that they do but raife greater 
Clouds, and increafe the uncertainty, as he 
makes appear by various Examples. 

To know therefore (/ays our Phyfician) the 
true Caufe of Diftempers, we muft ftudy to learn 
the due Application of other Sciences to them in 
the Art of Phyfick. For Example, (1.) in Ge- 
neral, according to the Principles of Chymiftry 
we muft examine the variation of the Humours, 
which are fometimes ftagnant, and at other times 
exceedingly agitated by Heat, we may compare 
and determine their Motion thro’ the Vafes, by 
means of the Hydraulick Art ; and by the Princi- 
ples of Mechani/m we muft confider the Power 
of the Solids in the raifing of the Motion, as far 
as thefe Arts confift of general Principles. But 
(2.) in what is fingular, our fearch muft be inter- 
nal in our own Bodies, in its Funétions regular- 
ly or irregularly perform’d, and in the particular 
Nature of the Humours; or otherwife it will be 
impoffible for us to dive into the internal hid- 
den Caufe, or to fay which is the Part affected: 
For this fame Reafon our Author thinks, 1. That 
it is abfurd and ridiculous in external Ailments 
to confide alone in Surgeons, as if they were fo- 
reign to the Bufinefs of a Phyfician. 2. Thatit 
implies a very Contradiction in Terms to affirm 
with many, that Auatomy is of no ufe in Phy/fick. 
3. That tho’ thofe People who rejeét the Theory, 
and rely wholly upon Experience, meet with a 
general Applaufe, they are far fhort of the Mark ; 
and take my Word for it Cfays he) the longer 
OcTosBER 1731. y they 
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they profefs Phyfick, the more ignorant they 
become of the Knowledge of it. 

Our Author having thus given his general 
Rules how to know the Cau/es of Diftempers, 
proceeds now in the molt plain and fimple man- 
ner imaginable, to give a Key in order to define 
them. If (/ays be) any one fhould ask me what 
is the Caufe of a Fever, the Gout, or other the 
Hike Difeafes? I would anfwer, the moft imme- 
diate Caufe of a Fever is fomething foreign and 
extraneous in our Bodies, which excites the Fe- 
ver, and begins firft with a Shivering, accom- 
pany’d with Starts, Qualms, and Anxiety ; which 
afterwards changes into Heat, caufing an ex- 
ceflive Drynefs and Thirft, and at laft termi- 
nates in Sweating. This Definition (continues 
he) will without doubt appear too plain, and 
would probably meet with a greater Approbation 
if it were conceiv’d in more pompous and ob- 
fcure Terms, which might difplay a profound 
Erudition: But in his Opinion Phyficians are 
very much deceiv’d ; for Clays he) thefe are the 
very Things, tho’ to fome they may appear fo 
mean, which render the Medical Art folid and 
ftable, and free it from the fcandal of Conjectures. 
Whereas the contrary, tho’ it may feem to ex- 
plain more abftraét Notions, is fo far from rai- 
fing the Dignity of this Art, that it direétly 
traverfes the Progrefs of it: And this he illu- 
ftrates in more than one Example. Our inge- 
nious Author proceeds in the fame plain manner 
to give a Definition of the Gout, and adds, that 
this way of Explaining Caufes, as fimple as it is, 
and tho’ fo eafy, that it hardly requires any pains 
to attain to it, is yet more difficult than the 
other, which is imaginary ; and the Reafon he 
gives for it is this; Nothing is more eafy we 
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he) than to forge an Hypothefis, but it is not 
without a great deal of Attention and Labour 
that we attain to that variety of Knowledge 
which is requir’d to unravel the Clue of Nature. 
Befides, (adds he) moft —— are fo dif- 
guisd, either by the diverfity of the internal 
Parts affected, or the vehemence of the Difeafe 
and its Symptoms, that even the moft learned 
Phyfician has enough to do, to affign ee Caufe 
of them. 

Here Mr. Gorter fays many other Fiance 
might be alledg’d ; but he thinks what he has 
already obferv’d will be fufficient, to convince hi 
Readers, that the Medical Art is equally as cer- 
tain upon an enquiry into its mof{t immediate 
Caufe, as in all its other Branches: And that 
nothing can be objected againftit on this Head, 
unlefs, that being deliver’d from the Reftraint 
of thofe Hypothefes, which are only grounded 
upon Opinion, it is reduc’d to its natural fim- 
plicity. 

Our Phyficzan and Orator however forms we? 
felf yet another ObjeCtion ;. many Clays he) will 
imagine that there muit be either forme Parity 
oa a great deal ot uncertainty hidden in the Me 
thod of curing Dileafes ; becaufe we rare] ly Gnd 
that two Phyficians, when contulted about the 
fame Patient, agree in the fame Opinion. To 
this he anfwers in fix Pages, in a manner equal- 
ly perfpicuous and fatistactory ; after which he 
concludes thus : 

Having then examin’d the feveral Parts of the 
Art of Phyfick, and fhewn, that when pure’d 
and cleans’d from its Drofs and Rubbifh, it can’e 
fail of ftanding. upon a fure and lafting Founda- 
tion, it is to be hop’d no one will henceforth 
accufe this noble Science of uncertainty, but on 
*:3 the 
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the contrary every one will rather allow, that 
the Fault is, and ought to be attributed to the 
Ignorance of thofe Perfons who will be dabbling 
in it without firft attaining to the Qualifications 
requir d. 














We fhould now proceed to analyfe the latter 
of thefe Di/cour/es, but for want both of Time 
and Room we muft refer our Readers to the 
Book it felf, and be contented with giving them 
the bare Title, which is, 

Oratio, de Animi & Corporis Confenfione mirabili, 
tam in fecunda quam adver{a Valetudine, publice 
ditta ; Die 18.Funii, 1730. Auctore, ‘Fobanne de 


Gorter. ‘That is, 

A Difcour/e, upon the wonderful Harmony of 
Mind and Body, as well in a profperous as an 
adverfe State of Health, as it was publickly de- 
liver’d une 18. 1730. By Fobn de Gorter. 
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A PRESERVATIVE againf? QUAKERISM, 
or a Complication of Deilm, Enthufiafm, 
and divers other Ancient and Modern 
dangerous Errors and Herefies; by way 
of Conference between a Minifter and his 
Parifhioner ; wherein the Principles of the 
Quakers, Deifts, Enthufiafts, and fe- 
veral other Ancient and Modern Hereticks 
and 
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and Schifmaticks, are fairly confider'd, 
and plainly and fully confuted, and the 
true Principles of the Chriftian Religion, 
in oppofition thereto, afferted and vindi- 
cated, By Patrick Smith, Al. A. Vicar 
of Great Paxton, Huntingtonfhire. Lon- 
don, Printed for C. Rivington az the Bi- 
ble and Crown ia St. Paul’s Church-yard, 

1933. 


AN, notwithftanding his Chara¢teriftick 
Reajon, has always been, and muft ne- 
ceffarily continue to be, till Ages fhall be ne 
more, always a Microcofin,g or little World, 
which, as in ancient Times Noab’s Ark, contains 
a Medley of every thing, Good and Evil. Hence 
itis, that while fome are truly praife-worthy in 
their Conduct, others are entirely ridiculous. In 
the Article of Religion, tor Example, does not 
daily Experience teach us, that if a {mall part 
ef Human Race act upon Principles in them- 
felves juft and conformable te Reafon, the whole 
refidue of Mankind befides, wanders in fuch 
Paths as are diametrically oppofite to them. 
What an infinite number of People are there 
not, who invent, advance, and embrace Szugz- 
larities, upon no other Motives, than thofe of 
Intereft, Pride, and Vanity? To how many might 
not we apply this Aphorifm ? To but too too ma- 
ny. But leaving the general Application to our 
Readers, we fhall here only quote the Example of 
thofe People call’d Quakers. It is as a Preferva- 
tive againft their Euthufia/m and ridiculous Te- 
nets, that the Treatife now before us is juft pub- 
T 3 Jifh’d ; 
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\ifd 5; Mr. Smith, the Author, dedicates it to 
the Lord Bifhop of Londo, who after having 
perus’d fome part of this Work in Manufcript, 
was pleafed to encourage him in purfuing his 
Defign, of giving an Account of the Coutrover/y 
with the faid Quakers: And truly his Lord/bip did 
him but Juftice in it; for befides that fo few of 
our learned Divines have beftow’d their Labours 
on this Subject, we find his Performance is de- 
ferving of every Man’s perufal: Nay, we think 
that thofe who fhall have this Treatife, and that 
- the late Mr. Samuel Turetin, Proteffor of Di-« 

‘nity at Gexeva, and Coufin to the famous and 
oft celebrated Fean Alphonfus Turetins now 
living in the fame City, will have two of the 
beft Works that have been publifh’d upon the 
Debate between us and the Quakers, 

As for the Manner in which our Author has 
treated this Subje€t, we fhall remark feveral Ad- 
vantages In it. 

1. He has brought the whole Controverfy in- 
to a narrow compat{s, without omitting any ma- 
terial Branch or Part thereof. 

2. ‘That it might be the better fuited to the 
meaneft Capacity, he has put it into the Form of 
a piain Conference, fairly ftating the Queftion, 
and fully anfwering it; avoiding fuch hard Words 
and Terms of Art as might puzzle fome of his 
Readers. 

3. Elis Proofs in confuting the Erroneous Te- 
nets of the Quakers are folid, taken both from 
Scripture and Reafon, confirming and explain- 
ing in the mean time the Orthodoxy meant In 
the Chriftian Doétrine. 

4. Not to mifreprefent or mifinterpret the 
ake our Author has taken, as he tells us, 

a particular care to find out what their Opinions 

: | really 
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really are; there being, fays he, fo great a Di- 
verfity amongft them in ftating their Sentiments, 
and they having fo many new coined words, and 
ftrange Notions and Phrafes, and figurative my- 
{terious ways of {peaking peculiar to themfelves, 
or which they have taken from the Rawters, Fa- 
milifis, and other former Enthufiafts, tho’ they 
pretend to have them from immediate In/pira- 
t70M. 

5. But what does yet more honour to Mr. 
Smith, and which we think our felves oblig’d in 
particular to remark, is the Szucerity and Mild- 
#e/s with which he takes advantage of his Ad- 
verfaries; excellent Patterns, and worthy the 
imitation of every one who treats on Controver- 
fies. With regard to the firft, our Author does 
not conceal, but fairly propofes and anfwers the 
chief Arguments wherein the Quakers place the 
Strength of their Caufe. And to the laft he 
makes ufe of no railing, reviling, or other viru- 
lent Expreffions againft them, ‘*° becaufe (fays 
** he with that Truth which Experience jutti- 
“¢ fies) perfonal Reflections and bitter Words 
“© can never ferve to clear up a Controverfy, or 
*€ be confiftent with a Chriftian Spirit ; but is a 
“¢ juft Prejudice againft thofe that ufe them, 
“¢ and the Caufe which they efpoufe, as if it 
<* needed fuch Means to fupport it, and cou’d 
** no other ways be defended.” And indeed the 
moft effectual way of dealing with our Adverfa- 
ries, is, not by provoking, but endeavouring to 
convince them, if we hope for Succefs. 

But to give a {mall Specimen of our Author’s 
way of arguing with his Quakers, we will men- 
tion the firft Paffage they difpute upon. It would 
be too long to infert their whole Dialogue upon 
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it; fo.our Readers will be pleas’d to accept of 
what follows: 


Queft. Is not Chrift the Word, the true Light 
that lighteth every Man that cometh into the 
World¢ And doth he not therefore enlighten 
every Man with a Divine, Spiritual, and Super- 
natural Light within him, fufficient to teach him 
all the Effentials of Chriftianity, without the 
Scripture, or any outward Teaching ? ‘fobn i. 9g. 

Anf. No; this is a mere precarious Affertion, 
that wou'd make the Scripture, and all outward 
Teachingof no neceffary ufe, nor the outward 
ordinary Means of enlightning us with the Effen- 
tials of Chriftianity ; for which there is no co- 
Jour nor ground, neither in this nor in any other 
Text; tho’ it be the very Foundation of Quake- 
rifm, and their great and fundamental Error that 
has led them into fo many more, by their ta- 
king their own vain Imaginations tor the Teach- 
ings of Chrift the Word, as the Light within 
them; whereas it is not faid, that Chrift the 
Word was a Light in every Man; nor can it be 
inferr’d trom his being the true Light that light- 
eth every Man, that he therefore inwardly en- 
lightens every Man with a Divine, Spiritual, 
and Supernatural Light within him, fufficient to 
teach him all the neceffary and efferitial Truths 
of Chriftianity, without any outward Teaching ; 
which is only the Quakers falfe Meaning put to 
St. Fobu’s Words, sc, 

Queft. What is the Meaning then of Chrift 
the Word being call’d the true Light that light- 
eth every Man that cometh into the World, if 
he does not inwardly enlighten every Man with 
a Light within him, fufficient to teach him all 


the 












Art. 25. the Republick of Letters. 301 


the neceffary and effential Truths of Chriftianity, 


without any outward Teaching ? 

Anf. ‘Vhe meaning is only, that he is the true 
Author and Caufe of all the Light and Know- 
ledge in Religion, that every Man inthe World 
had, or fhall have, as he is called the Re/urreéti- 
on and the Life, as he is the Caufe and Author 
of them, ‘fobn xi.25. But it by no means fol- 
lows from hence, that he either enlightens eve- 
ry Man in the World with the fame Kind of 
Light, or every Chriftian in the fame Manner, 
no more than when itis faid, Zhe Lord giveth 
Food to all Flefo, that-he giveth them all the 
fame kind of Food, or feedeth them all in the 
fame Manner, P/al. cxxxvi. 25. 

— Queft. What are the different Kinds of Light 
wherewith Chrift enlightens Men ? 

Anf. Chrift as he is the Word of God, by whom 
ail things were made, enlightens every individual 
Man in the World, whether Heathen or Chrifti- 
an, with the Light of Natural Reafon, or (as 
may be alfo allowed) with fome common Illu- 
mination, to ftrengthen and affift their natural 
Faculty of Reafon and Underftanding, whereby 
they may be able to difcover the Being of a God 
from his Works, and in fome meafure to dif- 
cern between moral Good and Evil, or Virtue 
and Vice; fo that they are without excufe if 
they walk not according tothe Light, Rov. :. 
20. And this is all the Light that is in every 
Man, and common to all Men; whatever ¢glo- 
rious Names of God or Chrift, or Divine, Spi- 
ritual, Supernatural Light of Chrift fome pre- 
fumptuoufly give to it. But Chrift being the 
Word made Flefb, &c. enlightens us Chriftians, 
not only with the Light of Natural Reafon, or 
{ome common Illumination, but with the Light 
of 
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of the Gofpel, or of the peculiar Precepts and 
Dotirines of the Chriftian Religion, which cou’d 
not be known but by Supernatural Divine Reve- 
lation, €3c. 

Quefi. What are the different Manners of 
Chrift’s enlightening with the Light of the Go- 
ipel ? 

: Auf: Chrift enlightned his Apoftles and others, 
with whom he converfed, when he was upon the 
Earth, with the Light of the Gofpel by his own 
outward perfonal Teaching. And he enlightned 
his Apoftles alfo, and other firft Publifhers of 
the Gofpel after his Afcenfion, by immediate In- 
{piration. And he enlightens us Chriftians now 
with the fame Divine Light by his written Word, 
or Scripture, and other outward Means of In- 
ftruction, and by the inward Illuminations of 
of his Spirit, accompanying thefe outward Means, 
and not without them ; For Faith cometh by hear- 
ing, and bearing by the Word of God; to wit, 
that is outwardly read or preached, Rom. x. 17. 
And though thefe are different ways of his en- 
lightning Chriftians, yet they are no wife con- 
trary or oppofite to ene another: But as he is 
called the true Light, as he is the Principal 
Caufe and Author thereof ; fo is the Gofpel, or 
Word, outwardly preached, called Light, and 
his Apoftles and Minifters, and true Difciples, 
the Light of the World, as they are fubordinate 
Caufes and Means under him, whereby he en- 
lightens us, 2 Pet. i. 19. 2 Cor. iv. 4. Fob vs 
35. Acts xiii. 44. Matth. v. 14, €8e. 

The other principal Pafflages of Scripture up- 
on which the Quakers ground their pretended In- 
{piration, as explain’d in this Book, are: 


C1.) 1 Goh. 
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C1.) 1 Col. i. 23.— The Gofpel which ye have 
heard, and which was preached to every Crea- 
ture under Heaven. By this Paffage, as by the 
preceding, the Quakers, in order to maiutain their 
Enthufiajm, that the Word to every Creature, ac- 
cording toR.B’s Ap. p. 132. may be vendered, in 
every Creature, ‘That every individual Man there- 


fore, bas the Gofpel inwardly preached to bim by 


the Light within bim. 


(2.) Rom. x. 8. ‘The Word is nigh thee even 
in thy Mouth, and in thy Heart. Here the 
Quakers /ay, that St. Paul directed to the Ro- 
mans, (by confequence to all Chrifiians after him) 
the inward powerful Word of the Gofpel, preached 
inwardly in the Hearts of all by the Light within. 

Rom. i. 19. What may be known of God, was 
manifeft in them, becaufe God has fhewed. it 
unto them, 7.¢ Clay the Quakers) by the Light 
within. 


(3.) Inthe Word was Life, and the Life of 
the Word was the Light of Men, ‘fobw i. 4. 
The Quakers fay the Light is neither natural Con 


fcience nor the Law of God in the Heart of Man, 


nor Confcience tluminated by the Preaching of the 
Gofpel, and the Operation of the Holy Ghoft there- 
on, but the Word God himfelf within them ; and 
differs froi other Emanations of Divine Grace, 
as the Workman from the Work. 


(4.) The Spirit it felf beareth Witnefs with 
our Spirit, that we are the Children of God, 
Rom. viii. 16. And 1 Fobn iv. 13. Hereby know 
we that we dwell in him, and he in us, becaufe 
he has given us of his Spirit. dud Chap, v. 6. Ie 

is 























































































































204 The Prefent State of Art.25. 
is the Spirit that beareth Witnefs, becaufe the 
Spirit is Truth. In bebalf of their In/piration, 
the Quakers fay, The Scripture, in this Paffage, 
doth not at ah affirm it felf a Rule fufficient, to 
examine our felves whether we be in the Faith ? 
But wholly afcribeth st to the Spirit. 


Cs.) I will put my Law in their inward Parts, 
and write it in their Hearts, ‘fer. xxxi. 33. Is 
not, fay the Quakers, the Golpel zn this diftin- 
guife’d from the Law ; that whereas the old Law 
was outward, written without on Tables of Stone ; 
the new Law or Gojpel, zs inward, written within 
on the Lables of the Heart ° And therefore, they 
add, we muft have the Knowledge of them now 
given us inwardly, by au inward immediate Re- 
velation. ’ 


(6.) And it fhall come to pafs afterward, that 
Y will pour out my Spirit upon all flefh, and 
your Sons and your Daughters fhall prophecy. 
This being, fay the Quakers, /poken of the Times 
of the Gofpel ; zs not the Spirit of Prophecy, and 
suimediate Injpiration, then always to continue in 
she Church. 


(7.) Is not, fay the Quakers again, the Pro- 
mije of Chrift to tre Apoftles, that the Spirit 
fhou’d guide them into all Truth, and teach them 
all things, made to all Chrifitans and Believers 
as well as to them? John xiv. 26.—xXvi. 13. 


(8.) Again; Is not the Promife to the Apoftles 
of another Comforter, even the Spirit of Truth, 
to abide with them for ever, made to all Chri- 
ftians and Believers in all Ages, fince the Apofties 
themfelves were net to abide bere for ever ? Joh. 
Kiv. 16. (9.) Are 



















Art. 25. the Republick of Letters. 205 









(9.) Are we not (they fay) all to wait (ill 
with a quiet filence, as the Apoftles were required, 
for the Promife of the Father, which is the Spi~ 
rit of Truth, to lead us into all Truth? Acts i. 4. 
Luke xlix.—xvi. 13. 














C10.) Was it not promifed that every one in 
the Times of Ibe Gofpel, foou'd have {uch immediate 
Infpivations of the Spirit, as to bave uo need of 
any other Teaching ; when it is faid, They fhou’d 
not teach every Man his Brother, faying, Know 
the Lord; For that all fhou’d know him, from 
the leaft to the greateft; which, (they fay) muft 
be by the immediate Infpiration of the Spirit ¢ 
Jer. xxxi. 34. Heb. viii. 11. 
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C11.) Does not the Apofile John {ay of all Chri- 
ftians in general, and of all Ages, that they have 
an Unétion from the Holy One, and know alk 
things, and need not that any Man teach them, 
but as the anointing teacheth them of all things ? 
1 Fobn ii. 20, 27. 


(12.) In another Inftance, for their pretended 
Infpivation the Quakers fay: Why may there not 
be among Believers now, Miracles in Spirit, which 
may be Signs and Wonders to the World, as the 
Propbet Uaiah faith, Behold I, and the Children 
the Lord has given me, are for figns and won- 
ders in Ifrael ? I/aiab viii. 18. 


“a ww cr 8 


(13.) Zhe Quakers arguing farther, fay: 
Are they not falle Minifters who preach Chrift 
without; are they not rather, true Mini- 
fters who preach Chrift within? Js it wot 
great Pride in Minifters to appropriate to them- 

2 felves 
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felves the Title of the Clergy, which fignifies 
God’s Portion and Heritage, and is a Zitle given 
in Scripture to all Chriftians, 1 Pet. v. 3. 


(14) The Quakers obje&t, May not both 
Men and Women be allowed to preach in the 
Affemblies of God’s People, if the Spirit move 
them to it? For was it not foretold by Foe/, 
that under the Go/pe/, Daughters and Husbands 
fhall Prophecy ? ‘foel xi, 28. And do we not read 
of the four Daughters of Philip who prophefied ? 
Atts xxi. 9. And of Womens prophefying in the 
Church of Corinth ¢ 1 Cor. xi. §. | 


C15.) What Authority have Minifters for preach- 
ing from a Text of Scripture ¢ Does not the Apo- 
file recommend the immediate Infpiration, when 
be afferts of bimfelf and other Minifiers of the 
New Teftament, that they do not preach from or 
by the Letter of the Scripture? We are, fays St. 


Paul, not Minifters of the Letter but of the Spi- 
Tit, 2 Cor. ili. 6. 


(16.) As for me this is my Covenant with 
them, faith the Lord; My Spirit that is upon 
thee, and my Words, which I put into thy 
Mouth, fhall not depart out of thy Mouth, nor 
out of the Mouth of thy Seed, faith the Lord, 
from henceforth and for ever, J/aiah \ix. 21. The 
Propbet (the Quakers object) doth not fay that 
by means of Writings aud Books be would convey 
the Words into their Mouths ; but my words, even 
I, faith the Lord, foall put into your Mouths, that 
zs immediately, without auy Medium or Means. 
And the perpetuity and continuing of this Promife, 
as fufficiently expre{s'a by bis faying, Ut fhall not 

depart 
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depart out of thy Mouth from henceforth and 
for ever. 














(17.) Are we not required to watch unto Prayer, 
1 Pet. iv. 7. And what is this, the Quakers /ay, 
but to wait for the feafonabie time, when the Spi- 
rit moves thereunto ? 


YF woe Oe 









‘ How thefe Paffages, and a great many other 

‘ different Oljections of the Quakers, are explain’d 

; and an{wer’d by Mr. Smith, our Readers will 

form an Idea by the little Specimen we have given 

F of the very firft Paffage ; with a {mall Dialogue 
thereon. But they will be better Judges, if they 
perufe the Book it felf, and will find, as we 

c have already hinted, that at the fame time that 

‘ it refutes the Quakers, it ferves to illuftrate and 

a confirm feveral material Doétrines of the Chri- 

A fiian Religion, and is therefore very proper to be 

4 us’d, as a fort of Catechifm in all Chriftian Fa- 

r milies. 
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4 ARTICLE XXVI. 

€ A Letter communicated to us relating to 

‘f fome Difficulties arifing upon reading 

1 Mr. Woodward’s Account of the Manner 

at and Effects of the Deluge, as fiated in the 

5. Natural Hiftory of the Earth, illuftrated 

7. 
4 and enlarg’d. 


THE 
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HE Author of this Letter is the Abbot 

Piers de Girardiii, a Perfon of Diftinétion 
and Eminence in Frauce, and Doétor of the Sor- 
bonne, \ately arriv’d in England. Mr. Woodward 
not having had Time, as we may reafonably fup- 
pote, himielf to clear up thefe Difficulties, con- 
cerning the Manner and Effects of the Deluge, 
nor having caus’d it to be done by any other 
Hand, a Perion of the firft Note, and a 
Friend to ? Abve Girardin, has defir’d us to com- 
municate it tothe Publick, as aSubject that may 
furnifh Matter for new Enquiries, and by that 
means open the way to new Di/coveries. The 
Letter was communicated to us in the Original 
French ; but as we are defirous all our Euglifh 
Readers in general may have the Satisfaétion of 
reading it in their own Idiom, by which we at 
the fame time fhall, as we flatter our felves, beft 
an{wer the Author’s Intent, we have put it into 
an Englifo Drefs, but have us’d our utmoft En- 
deavours to do our learned Author Juftice ; and 
in order thereunto, have made the Tranflation 
as literal as the Nature of the Subjeét, and the 
Idioms of two different Tongues would allow. 


§ IR, 


I Am oblig’d to you for the Honour you have 

done me in fending me Mr. Woodward’s Trea- 
tife, call’d, Lhe natural Hiftory of the Earth il- 
jufirated and enlarged. Ihave perus’d it with as 
much Satisfaction as Affiduity, and find his Style 
equally precife and energical. 

His Undertaking appears the more commend- 
able to me, as he adheres fcrupuloufly to the 
Philofophy of Mo/es, and feems even to make it 
an Article of his Religion, not to depart in the 
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leaft from it. Qualities rarely to be met with in 
the Works of a Phyfician, efpecially in aCountry 
where Liberty has its fullfwing, and every Man 
is allow’d to argue whatever Wit and Reafon 
may fuggeft on that Topick. 

Nothing can be more fimple, and at the fame 
time more fublime, than his Reafons why Gop 
conceals himfelf, as undera Veil, from the Eyes 
of Men. “If this Almighty Being, fays he, fhould 
“* ftretch out his awful Arm, and difcover him- 
“* felf to the Eye of all Nations ; ; or if*he fhould 
*© appear in all hisGlory and Majefty, fear would 
“dry up the whole Race of Mankind; we 
“¢ thould linger away our Live§ under a conti- 
*¢ nuance of Apprehenifions, Violence, and un- 
°° avoidable Reftraint. ‘There would be neither 
‘© Liberty nor Will, Choice nor Action. A fa- 
tal Neceflity would be the only Spring of all 
© Events.” 

Ina Word, Sir, many of his Ideas, when I 
view them but at a diftance, appear to me fo 
uncommon, and conceiv’d with fo much Inge- 
nuity, that I fhould be overjoyed could I em- 
brace them, and be perfuaded of their Orthodoxy 
and Probability: But when I come to take them 
in pieces, infurmountable Difficulties, chiefly 
arifing from the Author’s own Principles, crowd 
in upon me: Give me leave then, Sir, to lay 
fome few of thefe Difficulties before you, and 
vouchfafe either to clear them up your felf, or 
get it done by fome other who is Mafter of our 





(1.) The firft I find is this; ‘* If (fays this 
*¢ learned Author) the Earth was not diffoived 
“* and liquified inthe Waters of the Deluge, how 
“© comes it, that not only Trees, Bones, Teeth, 

OcTorer 17311, U *° Shells. 
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«¢ Shells, Herbs, Shrubs, &c. but even the moft 
© tender Parts of certain Plants and Vegetables ; 
66 as for Example, fome Leaves are found entire 
«© in the Bowels of the Earth, even in thofe Re- 
< sions which are at the greateft diftance from 
“© the Sea? No doubt (purfues our Author) the 
© terreftrial and mineral Parts of our Globe muft 
©* have been difunited, or how could fuch tender 
<¢ Vegetables have enter’d into and incorporated 
“© themfelves with them entire.” And from 
hence he concludes, that all the Parts of the 
Earth we now inhabit, were diflolv’d, deftroy’d, 
and entirely demolifh’d. 

This Argument is, I muft confefs, Sir, very 
glaring, but its Luftre difappears and immediate- 
Jy vanifhes, when we but reflect, that this mix- 
ture of Plants and maritime Bodies are not found 
in every Part of the Earth, nor at certain Di- 
ftances of Miles, or Numbers of Miles, €c. I 
allow our Author, that the whole Earth was ab- 
folutely overflowed, and immerged in the Wa- 
ters of the Deluge: But to fay that all the Parts 
or Particles of it were melted down and liquefi- 
ed in thofe Waters, is what I can hardly tell how 
to grant him. In my Opinion it would fuffice to 
fay, that this Earth which covers and floats upon 
the furface of the Abyfs, as a fort of Cruft, was 
born down in feveral Places from Space to Space 
by the weight of Water, and broken into large 
Pieces, of which fome may be fuppos’d to have 
been equal to the J/les of the Archipelago, others 
to the J//and of Great Britain, and infine, others 
to the whole Extent or Peninfula of Africa. 'That - 
thefe Pieces, tho” immerg’d in the Waters, did 
not fo lofe their Continuity, as to be melted 
down and reduc’d, as our Author will have it, to 
g Marmelade. It may however very well be, 
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that feveral of thefe {mall Shells, and other ma- 
ritime Bodies, may have enter’d into the Clefts 
and Crevices made by the preffure of the Water 
upon this great Cruft; and that others may have 
refted upon the Surface of it: But that thefe 
Shells, &c. are always and every where to be 
found in the Bowels of the Earth, at certain di- 
ftances of Miles, or Numbers of Miles, is what 
I fhould find difficult to agree with our Author 
in, notwithftanding all the Deference otherwife 
due to his Merit and Reputation, and is what 
no Mortal has hitherto been, or ever will be, 
able to prove by Experience. 

Befides, if we confider the violent Shocks the 
Earth is liable to, in its diurnal Motion round 
its own Axle, or in its annual Circuit round the 
Sun, occafion’d by the unequal Preffure of its 
Atmofphere, may we not juftly infer, that there 
is neither Kingdom nor Region in the World, 
but what the Sea has one time or other at leaft 
fucceflively over-flowed. For my part, as often 
as I confider the Declivity we perceive in going 
down from Amiens to the Low Countries, and ob- 
ferve the Nature and Soil of th's Defcent, I 
make no doubt but all the Low Countries have 
been formerly cover’d with Water, and that the 
Declivity near Amzens was the Brink or Shore 
which border’d them. But what do Ifay? There 
don’t-want Authors who pretend to affirm, that 
St. Onters was formerly a Sea-Port, and that it 
was the Portus-iccius from whence Ce/far invaded 
England. St. Omers is however now ten Leagues 
diftant from the Sea. 

We have had an Example in our own Days, 
and even undcr our own Eyes, when above fitty 
Years fince, an irruption of Water overwhelmed 
forty feven Parifhes in Holland ; did not the Sea 
Uz retire 
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retire near Dunkirk about a Quarter of a League 
below its ufual Bounds. This is fo certain, that if 
the Rysbank, which was then about being finifh’d, 
were to have been rebuilt, they had extended it 
a Quarter of a League farther into the Sea. If 
at any time a high Tide fhould break down the 
Dykes of Holland, and the Sea, with its ufual Im- 
petuofity, fhould make Prize of that whole Coun- 
try, with fome part of the adjacent Territories, 
(a fuppofition which carries no manner of im- 
poffibility with it) who is there does not plainly 
conceive, that the Streights of Ca/ais, which fe- 
parate France and England, would diminifh to 
fuch a degree as perhaps to be fordable ? 

If therefore, as Philofophers, we reafonably 
infer from thofe violent fhakes which the Earth 
muft neceffarily fuftain in her diurnal, annual, 
and f{piral or tropical Motions, that the Sea may 
have, at leaft fucceflively, over-run the greater 
part of the Regions of the Globe, can we be 
aftonifh’d at its having left {ome Remains behind 
it? So thefe Shells and other {mall maritime Bo- 
dies, which are found in fome Countries, are fo 
far from proving an entire Diffolution of all the 
Parts of the Earth in an wniverfal Deluge, that 
they hardly prove the whole Earth to have been 
over-run with Water at fucceffive Times. 


(2.) Our Author, in order to prove that the 
Particles of even the moft folid Mineral Bodies 
were abfolutely difunited and feparated one from 
the other at the Time of the Deluge, alledges, 
that Shells and other extraneous Bodies are found 
in fuch manner incorporated in the very Heart 
of Stones and the hardeft Marbles, that they 
make but one common Mafs of Matter; which 
(adds he) plainly evinces, that the Parts of thofe 
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Stones in which fuch Bodies are found, were 
mollified in their motion, and as it were liquifiedy 
when thefe Shells, Sc. met with them, and did 
not begin to confolidate again till after the De- 
luge. 

Our Author gives us even a Reafon for this 
fuppos’d Liquefaction, which is (fays he) becaufe 
thefe Bodies are made up of {mall contiguous 
Corpufcles, join’d to one another without any 
manner of fibrous Contexture: So that the Co- 
herency of thefe Parts, having no other Caufe but 
that Compreffion, which is the only Principle of 
their Union and Solidity, and this Compreffion 
ceafing, thofe Parts muft of Courfe immediately 
Joofen and feparate from one another. Our Au- 
thor then fuppofes, that at the time of the De/uge 
there was a Ceffation, or at leaft a Sufpenfion of 
one part of the Preffure of our Atmofphere ; and 
by means of this Sufpenfion, (continues he) the 
Waters of the Abyfs being no longer ponderous, 
rofe above the Surface of the Earth, after which 
that Earth was diffolv’d into Sand, a liquid Dutt, 
or Sediment, €%c. 

But is our Author ignorant that the Atmo- 
fphere which furrounds our Globe, would have 
no Preffure upon it were it not prefs’d it felf by 
other Atmofpheres of other Vortexes from with- 
out, thofe again by others, and fo on ad infinitum, 
or, as the Cartefians fay, ad indefinitum ¢ Sothat if 
we fuppofe a Sufpenfion of the Preffure of the 
Atmofphere which furrounds our Globe, we muft 
neceffarily imagine the fame of all thofe which 
are beyond ours, even to the Surface of the Uni- 
verfe. And we are under the fame Neceflity of 
imagining the Parts of every other Globe, at 
leaft of thofe which are much of the fame Nature 
of that we inhabit, to be liable to the fame Diffo- 
U3 lution, 
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Jution as ours, at the time of the Deluge. But 
is it reafonable to believe that the Sins of Men, 
who were hardly poffefs’d of a {mall Corner of 
that Univerfe, could be the Caufe of fo general 
a Devaftation ? 

Our Author imagines moreover (not with a 
little fingularity) that, at the time of the Deluge, 
the Preffure of our Atmofphere was not entirely 
fufpended, becaufe {ome part of it was abfolutely 
neceffary to keep Earth and Water together ; 
otherwife, fays he, our whole Globe muft of ne- 
eeflity have evaporated, and fallen into its pri- 
{tine Chaos. ‘This Preffure however (adds he) 
was not of Force enough to hinder the Diffolu- 
tion of foffiland mineral Bodies. But is it poffi- 
ble to imagine, that the fame Preffure which had 
Power to prevent the Diffolution of the whole 
Globe, fhould want Force to hinder the Diffolue 
tion of a Marble or Diamond ? 

And further, if the Abyfs, as our Author fup- 
pofes, was not ponderous at the time of the De- 
Juge, the Earth, of confequence, which cover’d 
this Abyfs, in the nature of a Cruft, was not there- 
fore the lighter ; or rather nothing was at that 
‘Time either ponderous or light; and confequent- 
ly Noab’s Ark was neither. It could not have 
floated upon the Surface of the Water, as it did, 
or the Relation we have of this Fact from Mo- 
fes is falfe. Befides, if we fee Animals expire in 
the Recipient of an Air-Pump, when the Air is 
drawn out: If, inthe fame Recipient, we fee a 
wither’d and wrinkled Apple {well and diftend it 
felf till ic burfts, for want of a Preffure of the 
outward Air: With far greater Reafon may we 
conclude, if the Preffure of the outward Air 
ceas’'d, atthe Time of the Deluge, fo as to caufe 
Marbles, Diamonds, and other Minerals to fall 
2 inta 
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into Sand or Duft, the Elafticity of that little 
Air, which was then left Noab and his Family 
to breathe in, muft of courfe have diftended it feif 
in fuch manner, as would have deftroy’d them. I 
fear our Author had not thefe inconveniences un- 
der his Confideration, 


(3.) Our Author, at the beginning of his 
Book, would give us to underftand, that before 
the Deluge the Surface of the Earth was even and 
perfectly {pherical, without Mountains, and con- 
fequently without Valleys, without Rivers, €c- 
But this is tiemewicedy oppofite to the Relation 
Mofes gives us *, when he fays in exprefs Terms, 
that before the De/uge, a certain River, ha- 
ving water’d the Zerreftrial Paradife, was af- 
terwards parted, and became four Rivers, vis. 
Pifon, Giban, Hiddekel, and Euphrates. Here 
our Author feems to have forgot himfelf and 
Mofes, contrary to the Syftem he at firft propos’d 
to himfelf. Befides, if the feveral Parts of our 
Globe were blended ‘and liquified in the Waters 
of the Deluge, as our Author pretends; if the 
Situation and Mechanifm of this Earth we inha- 
bit is new, recent, and abfolutely different from 
what it was before the Deluge; How is it then 
that thefe Rivers we have juft mention’d, at leaft 
the two laft, are found at this time in the fame 
fituation, and very near in the fame Place as be- 
fore the De/uge. 





(4.) Our Author undertakes to fhew, that the 
Hiftory Mofes has lett us of the De/uge muft have 
been from Gop alone, becaufe (adds he) this Re- 
cital can’t haye been the Product either of Chance 
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or Imagination. Mo/es can’t have found it in any 
Regifter or Monuments that were exiftent in his 
‘Times: Neither can he have deduc’d it from any 
Obfervations or Enquiries he was able to make 
himfelf. 

I grant that Mo/es, the Author of the Penta- 
teuch, was in{pir’d by Gop when he wrote all the 
Books he has left us : But I queftion whether the 
Proofs our Author here gives of this Truth will 
be thought of fufficient Force to Infidels, who 
pretend, that the Coherency and Exactitude fo 
apparent in the greater Part of our Romances, 
which however are but made up of Fictions, fuffi- 
ciently evince; that a ready and acute Wit, 
with a rich and fertile Imagination, is capable 
of producing a Narrative much more fublime 
and extraordinary than that of the De/uge. 


(5.) The Experiments and other Proofs our 
Author difplays to evince that animal Life, has 
its rife and exiftence in the Blood, according to 
the Syftem of Mofes *, feem to me very folid: 
But had he not aéted with more Prudence, either 
to have been wholly filent with regard to thefe 
Truths, the Knowledge of which don’t appear 
of any neceffity either to Church or State, or at 
Jeaft not to have eftablifh’d them with fo much 
Learning and Solidity ? For then he would not 
have open’d the Way to thofe terrible Confe- 
quences, which Infidels may be apt to draw from 


them, to difpute the Exiftence and Immortality 
of the Soul. 


(6.) If it be true, as our Author pretends, 
that all Minerals were diluted in the Waters of 


© Gen: ix. 4. 
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the Deluge, ‘Trees and other Vegetables muft, at 
leaft, have floated in the fame Waters. Upon 
this Suppofition the Sprig of Olive which the 
Dove brought to the Patriarch Noah, was no 
abfolute Proof that the Waters were diminifh’d, 
becaufe fhe might have gather’d it from the Sur- 
face of the Waters ; which however is contrary 
to the Relation Mo/es gives us ¢. The learned 
Camerarius had before ftarted this Difficulty ; it 
were to be wifhed that our Author’s Reply to it 
had been more perfpicuous and evincing. 


(7.) The fame ingenious and learned Camera- 
rius objects farther againft this Syftem in gene- 
ral, that Stones propagate ; that upon this Sup- 
pofition we ought not to think it ftrange, that 
Shells, and other exotick Bodies, are fometimes 
found incorporated in the very Subftance of cer- 
tain Stones. 

Our Author (Mr. Woodward) abfolutely denies 
the Fact, and adds, that if Camerarius can bring 
him any Proof of this Suppofition, grounded in 
the Thing it felf, he will abandon his Syftem, 
and immediately fubfcribe to the Truth, in fuch 
manner demonttrated to him. The following are 
his very Words, °° Of which if he (Camerarius) 
** can give any Proof from the Thing it felf, he 
“¢ fhall no longer find me tenacious of my Opi- 
“ nion, or defending my Do¢trine: But I will 
“¢ immediately give up both to the Truth, which 
“¢ he fhall fo demonftrate, p. 42. Part I. Nat. 
Hift. of the Earth illuftrated and enlarg’d. 

This Declaration of our Author is pofitive, 
and his Promife of making a Recantation, if Ca- 
merarius can prove the Verity of the Objection 


+ Gen. vill. FI. 
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he makes, feems folemn. To judge impartially 
which of thefe two learned Men may claim the 
Victory, with regard to the Fac in Queftion, 
be pleas’d, Sir, to give Attention to the fmall 
Account I take the liberty of giving you of 
what I my felf have feen, and of what every one 
may fee near the Town call’d /a Ferté Sous- 
jotiarne, about fourteen Leagues from Paris, in 
the Road to Lorrazu: At the diftance of a fmall 
League from this Town, near the Caftle of Mo- 
ras, there are feveral Quarries out of which they 
dig Stones for Mill-ftones. After having dug 
thro’ a certain Bed of reddifh Earth, out of 
which thefe Mill-ftones are form’d, they find 
no more. But what do they then? They fill up 
the Pits with the fame Earth which they dug up 
to find out the Quarry ; let it lie for feven Years, 
or thereabouts, and then digging again in the 
fame Place, they find a new Quarry of Stones 
for their Ufe. This is a Fact averr’d by all the 
Inhabitants of that Country. Here we fee a foft 
reddifh Earth, which hardens and turns to Stone 
in the fpace of feven Years. This Stone, its 
true, is very porous, and refembles a friable Sands 
ftone, when taken out of the Quarry: But not- 
withftanding this Porofity, it has the Confiftence 
and Solidity of a real Stone, tho’ it does not at- 
tain to its perfect Hardnefs till after having been 
expos’d two or three Years in the Sun. 

But not to go fo far, we fee in the Cellar of 
the Obfervatory in Parzs, and elfewhere, Drops 
of Water, which, falling from a certain Height, 
petrify as they fall to the Ground, with this fin- 
gularity, that, inftead of hollowing the Place 
they fall upon, they raife a Convexity upon it, 
as if they were Drops of Wax. 


Thefe, 
















Art.27. the Republick of Letters. 319 


Thefe, Sir, are the chief Difficulties I have 
been able to difcover in the Book you did me 
the Honour to lend me. Don’t believe I have 
done it with a View to Criticifm, no, I propofe 
them with all the Simplicity and Sincerity of a 
Man who has no other Aim but to inftruét, or 
be inftruéted. Iam, 


§ IR, 
March 14. 1727. Your moft humble and 
moj? ovedient Servait, 


L’A--—de G 


ARBTIicCcLE X¥Vi. 
STATE of Learning. 


KONIGSBERG. 


F all Sciences the Mathematicks recom- 
mend themfelves in a very particular Man- 

ner, as having, among other Advantages, that 
of making the Mind penetrating and attentive, 
of accuftoming it to be more intent and lefs wan- 
dering in the Perception of Things, and of form- 
ing the Judgment to think, {peak and write with 
more Exactnefs. It is therefore no wonder that 
we find, the Learned of all Ages have made this 


“Scrience one of their principal Studies. We might 


evince this Truth by a great number of Inftances 
in every Country, but we fhall confine our felves 
to that of Mr, Khu of this Place, who has lately 
publifhed a Latin Work, intitled, Schediafina, 
Exbibens duas Regulas univerfales, alteran pro 
(umiis 
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femmis progrefionum Numerorum Figuratorum cu- 
jujcunque generis & Ordinis non prefuppofitis um 
mationibus infertoribus, alteram pro latere eorum 
inveniendo, prefuppofita fumma refpondente ordinis 
proxime inferioris ; Auctore Henrico Kuhn, 7.U. D. 
Regiomontano. 
LONDON. 

HERE is juft now printing in Holand a 

Latin Edition of Mr. Gordon’s Itinerarium 
Septentrionale ; to which, we are credibly inform- 
ed, the Author has added a very curious Supple- 
ment, wherein feveral Roman Antiquities found 
by him in another Journey, fince the publifhing 
the faid Itinerary, will be defcribed, and new 
Cuts of the Monuments themfelves be exhibited 
in an additional Plate or two. We hear alfo 
there will be added a very entertaining Differta- 
tion by him on other Pieces of Antiquity found 
in the North of England. 'The whole of this new 
Latin Edition will be publifh’d with confiderable 
Amendments and Additions not printed in the 
Englifb Copy. And,as we are advis’d, that the En- 
couragers of Mr. Gordon’s Work, when firft it was 
publifh’d, may not have Reafon to complain, he 
is now actually printing thefe Additions and Cor- 
rections, together with the Differtation and 
Cuts, €c. by way of Supplement, which will be 
publifhed in the very fame Form as the Engii/b 
Copy, and on the fame Paper, in order to be 
bound up with that Book. 

Elementa Chemie, gue Auniverfario labore do- 
cuit, in publicis privati(que {cbolis, Hermannus 
Boerhave; Tomus primus, Hiftoriam €9 Artis 
Theoriam cum Fabulum JEneis; Tomus vero 
fecundus, Orationes Chemicas, continent. Lug- 
duni Batavorum. Apad Ifaacum Severinum, 1732. 
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